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THE 


PREFACE. 


NATHAN BEN SADDI, @ /ervant 
of God, of the houſe of Iirael, to all and 


every of his readers, whether Few or 
Gentile, greetin | 

N tant fandin that many have ta- 
ken in hand to write the hiſtory of Eng- 
land, it ſeemed good unto me alſo, moſt 
excellent reader, to fet forth in order 
ſome things that have happened fince the 
conqueſt of Witham the Norman. 

Now this Thave choſen to do in the man- 
ner of our forefathers, the ancient Jewiſh 
hiſtorians, as being not only the moſt 
conciſe, but moſt venerable way of writing. 

Hoꝛobeit, I would not that thou ſhould/l 
be offended, or take in evil part, that I 
have adventured to imitate thoſe [ſublime 
originals; neither let it enter into thine 
heart, that I have done this thing in ſport, 


or wantonneſs of wit ; for verily I abound. 


"'NOL 


„ rr 


not therewith, as thou wilt undoubtedly 
ercetve. 

Nevertheleſs, in peruſing this delecta- 
ble hiſtory, thou wilt meet with abundant 

_ matter both for ay" and amuſe- 
ment, and peradventure alſo for inſtruc- 
on. 

And it ſhall come to paſs when thou 

readeſt of the fooliſh kings that have ru- 
led the land, then ſhall thy ſoul be trou- 
bled, and thou ſhatt fay thin thyſelf, 
how [mall wi Ao % e e ſufficeth to 
govern a great kingdom: 
But when thou readeſt of the kings 
that were wiſe and great, then ſhall thy 
heart be glad, and thou ſhalt compare the 
paſſed times with the preſent, and rejoice 
therein and laugh exceedingly. 

Moreover thou „ that the end 
of the firſt was bitterneſs and ſhame, but 
theend of the laſt was glory and honour ; 
Theſe ſhall be ſet up as a light unto hings | 
zn all ages, but thoſe as a warning from 
generation 40 generation. 
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WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, 


Now it came to paſs in the year one 
thouſand fixty and fix, in the month of 


September, on the eighth day of the month, 


that William of Normandy, ſurnamed the 
baſtard, landed in England, and pitched 
his tent in a field near the town of Haſtings. 
Then Harold the king, attended by ail 
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his nobles, came forth to meet him with a 
numerous army, and gave him battle. 
And it was fought from the riſing of the 
ſun even to the going down of the ſame. 
But the Lord gave up Harold into the 
hands of his enemies, and he was pierced 
with an arrow, and his army was routed 
| | with exceeding great ſlaughter. 5 
| Then William the baſtard took on him 
the royal robes, and the ſeepter, and the 
diadem, and was made king of England, 
and was called the conqueror. 

And he ſeized the coffers of king Harold; 
and the gold, and the ſilver, and the pre- 
cious ſtones, and all the treaſures he dif- 
tributed to his followers. | 

And he built a ſtrong caſtle, and he for- 
tified it with a wall and a ditch; and it 1s 
called the tower of London unto this day, 

And he ſubdued the land, and ſubjected 
it unto him; and that they might not rebel 
againſt him, he deſpoiled his ſubjects of all 
manner of inſtruments of war. 


And 


„ 


And he cauſed a ſurvey to be taken of 


all the lands in the kingdom, and how 


much appertained to each perſon, which 
he wrote in a book called dooms-day 
book. | 

And he raiſed a tribute from every one, 
according to his ſubſtance, and r eſſed 
them greatly. | 

Moreover he made a law, and eau it 
to be obſerved throughout the whole king- 
dom, that at the ringing of a bell, all his 
ſubjects, from the greateſt even unto the 


leaſt, ſhould extinguiſh their fires, and 


ſuffer no light to appear in their houſes 
upon pain of death. 
So it was called the Curfew-bell; and at 


the ſound thereof the lights were extin- 


guiſhed, and our fathers ſlept in the dark. 
Theſe are the acts of William the baſ- 
tard; who after he had reigned twenty and 
one years, died, and was buried in his own 
tomb at Roan in Normandy, and Rufus his 
ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
B 2 


WILLIAM RUFUS. 


Now Rufus was thirty and one years 
old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
over England twelve years and ten months, 
and his mother's name was Matilda, 

And he was a very wicked man, and his 
heart was ſet to do evil continually; and 
he contemned the gods of his fathers, 
and believed not; he baniſhed alſo the 

prieſts, and converted the ſacred revenues 
to his own uſe. 

Wherefore 
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Wherefore the Lord ſmote him Witi: 


fickneſs, and his ſickneſs ſeemed unto 


death. 
Then his heart trembled within him, and 
he repented him of his ſin; and he ſent for 
the high priest, and beſought him, ſaying, 
J have done evil in the ſight of the Lord, 


in ſeizing the vacant biſhopricks; where- 
fore now, I pray thee, take back the things 


which belong to the church, that 1t may 
be well with me, and that my ſoul may 
live. 

Howbeit, w then the ſickneſs left him, he 


forgot all that he had promiſed, and 


returned to his evil ways. 

Nevertheleſs he was a valiant prince, and 
he fought againſt the Welch, and diſcom- 
fited them, and drove them into the moun- 
tains, and conquered the ſouthern part of 
the country. 

And Malcolm alſo, king of the Scots, 
made war upon him; but he ſlew him in 
battle, and put his army to flight, 

3 And 


E 

And in theſe days were great divifions in 
the church, and Urban the pope bethought 
himſelf how he might put an end to them; 
and he ſent meſſengers to all the princes of 
Chriſtendom, ſaying, Behold now, O ye 
Chriſtian princes, the infidels have taken 
the city Jeruſalem, even the city of our 
God; they have poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
holy land, and profaned the ſacred places : 
| wherefore now, I pray ye, let us unite to- 
gether, and drive them from the face of the 
earth, to the end that the holy city may be 
delivered from the pollutions of evil doers, 
and from the ſcorn of unbelievers. 
So all the Chriſtian princes united toge- 
ther, and raiſed a numerous army; and 
they diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a red croſs, 
which they wore on the upper garment, 
wherefore this expedition was called the 
Cruſade; and they marched into Paleſtine, 

and beſieged the holy city, and took it. 
And it came to paſs in thoſe days that the 
ſea over-flowed its banks, inſomuch that 
great 


„ 
great part of the lands of earl Godwin, in 
Kent, were overwhelmed and loſt in the 
ſea; and the place is called Godwin's 
ſands unto this day. 
And Rufus builded a great hall, the like 
of which had not been ſeen in England ; 


the length thereof was two hundred and 
ſeventy feet, and the breadth thereof was 
ſeventy and four feet; and he called it 
Weſtminſter-hall. 

And it came to paſs on a certain day, 


as he hunted in the foreſt which his father 


had made, that he was flain with an arrow; 
and his body was carried in a cart to the 
city of Wincheſter, and was buried there; 
and Henry his brother reigned in his ſtead. 


r- 
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HENRY 1. 


Now Henry was a learned man, and a 
prince of exceeding great wiſdom, inſo- 
much that he was ſurnamed Beauclerk : 
and he ſet himſelf to enact good laws, and 


do govern his people wiſely. 


And he reſtored to the Engliſh the pri- 


vilege of having lights in their houſes, 
after the ringing of the Curfew bell. 


And he granted a charter, whereby he 


confirmed the rights of the church, and 


relin- 


LV" ; 
relinquiſhed his claim to the vacant biſho- 
pricks; and he forgave all debts due to 
the crown, all offences committed before 
his coronation, and confirmed the ſtatutes 
of Edward the confeſlor, 

Moreover, he ordained that the lengtl 


of his own arm ſhould be the ſtandard mea- 


ſure throughout the kingdom, and it is 
called a yard unto this day. 

And he inſtituted the high court of par- 
liament, and aſſembled them together in 
the city of Saliſbury ; he . alſo 
the watch. | 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
the lampreys that he ate, and the chil- 
dren that he begat, are they not written in 
the book of Baker the hiſtorian ? 

And Henry reigned over England thirty 
and five years, and he died, and Stephen 
ear] of Boloign reigned in his ſtead, 


STEPHEN 


| AND 81 8b was a 23 mau, and a 
man of great valour; howbeit, as he was 
not the rightful heir, he bethought himſelf 
how he might beſt obtain the affections of 
the people; and he ſought by all manner of 
ways to pleaſe them. 
To the nobles he gave leave to build them 
forts and caſttes on their own lands; he 
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F _ won favour with the priefts by exempting 
them from temporal authority ; the gentry 
he 
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he pleaſed with leave to hunt in his foreſts; 
and he pleaſed the people with fr 8 them 
from taxes and impoſitions. 

Nevertheleſs his reign was full of trou- 
ble, the ſword was not ſheathed, neither 
_ ceaſed he from war all the days of his life. 

And now the fin of lazineſs began to 
prevail in the land, and the great men and 
the nobles made unto themſelves coaches 

and chariots, and were drawn through the 
ſtreets of the city with horſes; moreover, 
their pride increaſed daily, inſomuch that 

in proceſsof time they were carried on the 

ſhoulders of men and bluſhed not, 

And Stephen reigned over England eigh- 
teen years and nine months, and he died, 


and Henry Plantagenet reigned in his 
ſtead, 


M 
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HENRY II. 


Ax p Henry was twenty and two years 
vid when he began to reign, and he reign- 
ed over England four and thirty years and 
eight months, and his mother's name was 
Maub, | | : 

And he choſe unto himſelf wiſe and 
diſcreet counſellors of ſtate, he appointed 
learned and able men to reform abuſes in 
the laws, he diſbanded alſo the foreign 
army which his father had kept, and utterly 

deſtroyed. 


b 
deſtroyed the caſtles and forts which the 
nobles and prelates had built in his reign. 

And it came to paſs, that grievous com- 
plaints were made unto the king of divers 
cruel offences and enormous crimes com- 
mitted by the clergy, occaſioned by their 
being exempted in the former reign from 
the civil power, and encouraged, as was 
ſaid, by the connivance of Becket the "Ugh : 

Drift}: | 
And the king aſſembled the prieſts and 
the elders together, and he ſaid unto them, 
Is it not meet that this law ſhould be abo- 
liſhed? and they anſwered him and ſaid, 
It is meet. 

Then Becket the high prieſt ſtood up, 
and oppoſed the king with great haugliti- 
neſs, and refuſed his aſſent. _ 

And the wrath of the king was kindled 
againſt him, and he cauſed him to be ac- 
cuſed of divers crimes and miſdemeanors, 
and he was condemned by the prieſts and 


the elders as 2 perjured man and a traytor. 
Fon 


„ 

Then Becket fled from the preſence of 
the king, and became a fugitive in tlie 
land of Gaul. 

And it came to paſs after ſome time, 


that the king was reconciled to Becket, and 


he ſent for him, and took him again into 


favour, and reſtored unto him all the ho- 


nours that he before enjoyed. 
How beit the pride of his heart was not 


a jot abated, he burned with choler, and 


caſt about how he might revenge himſelf 
of his enemies. 5 
And he ſuſpended ſome, and ſome he 
excommunicated, and became in all re- 
ſpects more inſolent than before. 
Then certain of the prieſts and the no- 
bles came unto the king, and complained 


of Becket, ſaying, O king! the man 


whom thou forgaveſt, is now more wicked 
than he was before, his crimes are increz!- 
ed ſeven-fold. 255 
Then the king waxed 1 wroth, 
and his countenance changed, and he cried 


Out, 


4:38 
out, O wretched man that I am, who fhatl 
deliver me from this turbulent prieſt ? 

Now this ſaying was heard by certain of 
the king's ſervants and they went forth pri- 
vily, and finding the high prieſt at the 
altar, they fell on him and flew him, and 

daſhed out his brains at the foot of the altar, 
and his blood ſtained the holy place, 

And the prieſts were inflamed with fury, 
and they ſent unto the pope, acculing the 
king for the murder of Becket. 

And when the meſſengers came unto the 
preſence of the pope, they bowed down _ 
with great reverence before him, ſaying, 
O moſt holy father! to whom all 
power in heaven and earth is given, who 
art appointed over empires and nations to 
bind their kings in chains, and their 
* nobles in fetters of iron; behold and ſee 
* how the boar of the wood hath rooted up 
the vineyard of the Lord of ſabaoth! It 
the rage of tyranny ſhall embrue with 
blood the Sanctum Sanctorum, what 
place 
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„ 
* place ſhall be ſafe? Wherefore, O mot 
* mild keeper of the walls of Jeruſalem, 
arm all the eccleſiaſtical power you may, 
* unſheath the ſword of Peter, and revenge 
* the death of this holy martvr, whoſe 
blood crieth out for all the church, and 
* whoſe divine glory is l revealed in 


miracles 4. 


And the pope was moved exceedingly, 
and he ſent unto the king, commanding 
him to purge himſelf of 5 crime laid to 


his charge. 


And Henry proteſted his i innocence, but 


it availed not: the words he had ſpoken 


teſtified againſt him, and he was compelled 


to expĩate his fault by a penance at the tomb 
of Becket. 


Now the penance enjoined was this, he 
cloathed himſelf in woollen, and journeyed 


till he came within fight of the church 


wherein Becket was ſlain. 


+ Theſe are the very words that were uſed in ſeve- 


ial of their addrefles on this occaſion. 


Then 


„ 

Then he alighted from his horſe, and 
pulling his ſhoes from his feet, he walked 
barefoot till he came to the tomb where 
the holy man was laid, and he proftrated 
himſelf before the ſhrine, and prayed, and 
offered rich gifts. 1 
Moreover he uncloathed himſelf and 
received diſcipline from the hands of the 
monks; and they ſtrake him with rods, that 
the blood ran from his ſhoulders. . 
And the fame of Becket waxed great, and 
he was canonized, and miracles were 
wrought at his tomb. 
And of the miracles that he wrought, 
is it not recorded, how he roſe from the 
cCoffin and lighted the candles at his own 
| burial? and when the funeral ceremony 
was ended, how he lifted up his head and 
bleſſed the people? 
He that believeth, let him believe Kill; | 
and he that doubteth, Jet him doubt and 

de damned. | 
And Henry was a great prince, and he 
conquered 


5 48" ) 
eonquered the kingdom of Ireland, and 
added it to his dominions. | 
Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
the concubine that he kept in the bower of 
Woodſtock, and how ſhe was poiſoned by 
Eleanor the queen, are they not written 


1n the book of the Chronicles of the kings 


of England ? 
And Henry ſlept with his fathers, and 
Richard his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


_ 
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RICHARD I. 


AnD it came to paſs at the coronation of 
Richard, that certain of the Jews preſſing 
in to ſee the ceremony, were ſet upon by 
the people with great rage and fury, and 
many of them were murdered, 6 

And it was rumoured abroad that the 
king had commanded that all the Jews 
ſhould be deſtroyed ? and the tumult in- 


creaſed exceedingly, and the Jews were 
| de- 
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| it. 


( 20 ) 
deſtroyed in ſeveral cities of England with 
terrible ſlaughter. 


And Richard the king prepared a great 
army for the holy land; and to ſupport 


this expedition, he extorted money from 


his ſubjects by all manner of ways, and 
the prieſts were inſtructed to preach up 
the great merit of this pious undertaking, 
and the duty of ſupporting it. 

And he ſet ſail for the holy land, w th | 
the richeſt and moſt powerful fleet that the 
Engliſh had ever ſeen; and he came to 


an anchor at Meſſina in Sicily, on the 
three and twentieth day of the month 
September. 

And Tancred the paſtard, then king of 


Sicily, had impriſoned Joanna the ſiſter 


of Richard, whom he had taken to wife: 


king Richard therefore aſſembled his for- 


ces together, aſſaulted the city, and took 


And in his way to Jeruſalem he con- 
quered alſo the iſland of Cyprus. | 
| And 


11 

And he overcame Saladin the Turk in | 
many battles, and he took from him three 
thouſand camels, and four thouſand horſes 
and mules ; he took alſo the towns of Aſca- 
lon, Joppa, and Cæſarea, and behaved 
in all things with exceeding great courage, 
inſomuch that the glory of the king of 
England eclipſed the glory of all the chriſ- 
tian princes. 

And it came to paſs after he returned 
from the holy land, as he ſat at meat in 
his palace, word was brought unto him 
that Philip king of France' had laid fiege 
to one of his towns. | | | 

Then Richard the king was exceedingly 
enraged, and he ſware in his wrath he 
would not turn his face till he came to 
the army of Philip, 

And he cauſed the wall of the room 
where he was fitting to be broken down, 
and he aſſembled his army together, and 
came up with the French; and the Lord 
fought for him, and he diſcomfited the 

army 


„„ 
army of Philip, and put tliem to flight, 
and he overthrew with his own hand three 
of the moſt hardy knights of France. 
Wherefore he took for his motto theſe 


words, Dieu & mon droit; and this device 


is uſed by the Kings of England unto this 
day. „ 5 
And a certain outlaw named Robin 
Hood, infeſted the foreſt of Sherwood in 


thoſe days, inſomuch that none might 


paſs that way without his leave. 
Howbeit, he was a charitable thief, 
giving unto the poor what he took from 


the rich; and the blood of man he did not 
ſhed. 55 


And Richard reigned over England nine 
years and nine months, and he was 
wounded with an arrow at the ſiege of 
the caſtle of Chalons, and the wound 


mortified, and he died thereof, and John 


his brother reigned in his ſtead. 


Axv John came not to the crown by here- 
ditary right, he received it from the hands 
of Hubert the high prieſt, who, in his ora- 
tion before the aſſembly of the people, de- 
clared, that, by all reaſon, divine and 
human, none ought to ſucceed in the 
kingdom, but who ſhould be, for the wor- 
thineſs of his virtues, univerſally choſen 
by the people, as was this man. 

Nevertheleſs his virtues are not record- 
ed, 


E 
ed, neither do we read of this his ele gion; 
perad venture it was a lye. 

And it came to paſs that Hubert the high 
prieſt died, and Grey biſhop of Norwich 
was elected by king John to ſucceed him. 
But this election was oppoſed by the 
pope in favour of Stephen Langton, a 
cardinal, whom when John refuſed to ad- 
mit, a quarrel enſued betwixt the pope and 
the king; inſomuch that the whole nation 
was laid under an interdict, the king was 
excommunicated, his ſubjects were abſolv- 
ed from their obedience, and all divine 
ordinances ceaſed, the burying-places were 
ſhut up, the dead were caſt out as dogs, 
and remained unburied upon the face of 
the earth. 

How beit this ſeverity brake not the ſpirit 
of John, nor humbled him a jot. 

And in his wrath he ſware, by the teeth 
of God, he would be revenged on the 
pope, and on all that took part with him. 
Accordingly he baniſhed the biſhops 

from 
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C88 1 
from the kingdom, and confiſcated the 
lands and goods of all the prieſts that 
obeyed the interdict. 
Now when the pope perceived 5 ſtub- 
bornneſs of John, and that the roaring of 


his bulls availed not; he ſent meſſengers 


unto Philip the king of France, and they 
came unto the king, and they addreſſed 
him, ſaying: | 


O Philip, thus ſaith the pope: As thou 


| regardeſt the remiſſion of thy ſins, aſſemble 


now thy army together, and drive out king 
John from the throneof England, and thou 
and thy ſons after thee ſhall poſſeſs it forever, 
And Philip raiſed an army, and pre- 
pared to invade England. | 
Then John was ſore troubled, and his 
heart ſmote him, and he humbled himſel: 
before Pandolphus the legate of the pope, 
and he took the crown from off his head, 
and laid it at the feet of Pandolphus. 
He reſigned alſo his kingdom unto the 
pope, and he took an oath that he and his 
ſucceſſors 


55 
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1ucceitſors ſhould hold it from the ſee of 


Rome, at the annual tribute of a thouſand | 
marks of ſilver. | 

Thus ended the conteſt between the 
temporal and ſpiritual ſword ; and John 
returned to the boſom of the church, and 
continued a dutiful ſon all the days of his 
life. 

Wherefore the holy father ſuppor ted 
him againſt his ſubjects in all manner of 
wickedneſs and oppreſſion. 

And he vexed them daily with new taxes 
and impoſitions, inſomuch that the barons 
and great men of the kingdom at 
length made war againſt him, in behalf of 


their rights and liberties. 


Now theſe were called the barons wars; 
and the ſword of juſtice prevailed, and 
they compelled the king to confirm their 
ancient privileges, and he ſigned a char- 
ter of rights, which is called Magna Charta 
unto this day. 

Thus wicked princes are ſometimes the 

inſtruments 


„„ 
inſtruments of good to a people whom the 
Lord loveth.- 5 
Now the reſt of the acts of king John, 


the * bridge that he built, and + his blaſ- 
phemy on the buck, are they not recorded 
in the book of Baker the hiſtorian * 


And John reigned over England eighteen 
vears and five months, and he died, and 
Henry his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


* London bridge, which was before of wood, Le- 


ing burnt down in this reign, it was then rebuilt with 


ſtone as it NCW remains. | 

4. It is ſaid, that being a hunting one day at the 
opening of a fat buck: ſee, ſaid he, how this deer hath 
proſpered and how fat he is' and yet I dare ſwear he 


never heard maſs 1n his life, 
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HENRY III. 


AND Henry was nine years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned over Eng- 
land fifty and five years, and his mother's 
name was Iſabel. 1 3 

Now the acts of king Henry, and al} 
the fooliſh things that he did, behold they 
are written in the book of Speed the hiſ- 
torian. | | 

He that hath patience to read, let him 
read. . 

| And 


4 90 5 
And Henry lived all the days of his life, 
and he died, and Edward his ſon reigned 


in his ſtead. 


EDWARD I. 
AND the Lord pitched his tabernacie in 
the heart of king Edward, and he became 
a great prince, and was called Long-ſhanks. 
And he conquered the kingdom of 
Wales, and overthrow Lewellen the king 
in battle, and flew him, and cut off his 
head, and crowned it with ivy, and ſet it 
upon the tower of London as a terror to 
| Wales, | | 
And great fear came upon all Welchmen, 
and 


| 
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and they ſubmitted themſelves unto EG 

ward, and the two nations became as one 
people unto this day. 

And it came to paſs that Ke: king 


of Scotland died, and great contentions 


aroſe between the lords Baliol and Bruce 


who ſhould be king. 


And the matter was referred unto Ed- 
ward, and he gave it in favour of Baliol, 
and Baliol was made king, and did homage 
to Edward for his whole Kingdom. 

And Edward the king treated king Baliol 
with great haughtineſs, and ſummoned 
him to appear before him on every little 
complaint. 5 

W heretore the anger of Baliol was kindied 
againſt him, and his heart ſwelled with in- 
dignation, and he ſought how he might 
ſhake off the yoke which galled his neck. 

And he ſent meſſengers unto the pope, 
and got himſelf abſolved from the oaths 
he had taken to king Edward, and renoun- 
ced his ſovereignty. 


Then 
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their goods. 


(- 98-3 


Then Edward the king raiſed an army, 


and marched againſt him, and the Lord 
gave up Baliol into the hands of his ene- 


mies, and he was taken priſoner, and 


Carried to the tower of London. 


And Edward conquered the kingdom 


of Scotland, and ſubjected it unto him; 
and he burnt the records of the kingdom, 


and he ſeized the crown and the ſcepter, 
and the regalia, and brought them away: 
And the ſtone alſo which was Jacob's 


pillow, and the chair of wood which en— 
cloſed it, and it is the coronation chair 


unto this day. 

And Edward the king enacted divers 
good laws and uſeful ordinances; and he 
laid great fines on many of his judges and 
other magiſtrates for their corruption; 
and he raiſed from their crimes two hun- 
dred and thirty ſix thouſand marks. 

He baniſhed alſo the Jews, to the num- 
Her of fifteen thouſand, and confiſcated 


And 


„ 
And Edward reigned over England 
thirty and four years, ſeven months, and 
twenty days; and he died, and Edward his 
ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
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EDWARD II. 


Now Edward was a wicked prince, and 


Lord. 
And he departed from the worſhip of 
his fathers, and made unto himſelf two 
idols: and the name of the one was Ga- 


Spencer. | 
And he ſet them up in his high places, 
and commanded them to be worſhipped. 
N Howbeit 


did that which was evil in the ſight of the 


veſton, and the name of the other was 


3 


k 

How beit certain of the nobles and great 
men of the kingdom refuſed to bow down | 
before the 1dols, which Edward the king 
had ſet up. 

And great tumults enſued, and the no- 
bles roſe up againſt the king, and reproved 
him, ſaying: O king, the gods which 
thou haſt ſet up are idols, which we nor our 
fathers ever knew, neither will we worſhip. 

Moreover they plucked them down 
from their high places, and daſhed them 
in pieces, and utterly deſtroyed them. 

Nevertheleſs the king repented not, nei— 
ther turned he from the evil of his ways; 
wherefore they took from him the crown, 
and the ſcepter, and the royal robes, and 
they depoſed him from the government of 
the kingdom, after he had reigned over 
I'ngland nineteen years, fix months, and 
fifteen days; and Edward his ſon reigned 
in his ftead, 
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EDWARD III. 


AN p Edward was fourteen years old 


when he began to reign, and he reigned 
over England fifty years, and his mother's 


name was Iſabella. 


And ſhe took upon her the government 
of the kingdom during the infancy of her 
jon: and her heart luſted after idols, and 
after all the abominations of her huſband. 

And ſhe made unto herſelf an idol, and 
called its name Mortimer; and ſhe fel! 
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down before it, and worſhipped with great 
zeal, day and night. 

| Howbeit when Edward the king became 
of age, he was greatly offended at the abo- 
minations of his mother: wherefore he 
put her in priſon, and he plucked down 


the idol which ſhe had ſet up, and he 


hung it on a tree, even the tree of Ty- 
burn, | | 

And Edward became a great and migh- 
ty king, and hegat a ſon, and called him 
after his own name: moreover he was 
afterwards ſurnamed the Black Prince, 
and he waxed ſtrong and valiant, and be 
came a mighty warriour in the land. 

And he fought the battles of his father, 
and the arm of the Lord was with him, 
and he conquered the kingdom of France, 


and took priſoner the king thereof, with 
his fon and many of the nobles. 


And Edward the king took on him the 
ſovereignty of France, and he quartered 
the arms of the kingdom; and his ſuccei- 
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ſors are called kings of France unto this 


day. 

And the Black Prince reſtored alſo to his 
king: dom Peter king of Caſtile, and defeated 
his enemies. 

And his name became great over all the 


earth, and the princes thereof ſought his 


trienaſhip. | 

Howebeit, as it is written of old, the race 
is not to the fevift, nor the battle to the flrong, 
a diſtemper took him, and he died in the 
forty and fixth year of his age; and the 
glory of Edward his father from: that time 
forth diminiſhed, 

In theſe days lived thilk grete poet, 
hight Geoffery Chaucere, the fader of In- 


_ eliſh poeſie, whoſe workis been ritten in 


rime, and imprinted in a boke, yclyped 
the workis of maiſter Geoffery Chaucere : 
and he ſmothed the tonge of his contrie, 

ind his ſame is woxen grete in the lond. 
Now the reſt of the acts of king Edward, 
ind the noble order of the garter that he in- 
ſtituted, 


5 6.39 
ſtituted, behold they are written in the 
book of Aſhmole the herald. | 

And Edward reigned over England fifty 
vears, and he died, and Richard his 
grandſon reigned in his ſtead. 


RICHARD II. 


Axp Richard was a wicked prince, and 
did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lord, oppreſſing the people, and loading 
them with grievous impoſitions. 

And he laid a tax on the heads of all his 
ſubjects, from fifteen years old and up- 


wards, of what ſex or condition ſoever, 


which was called the poll-tax, and it was 
collected with great ſtrictneſs and ſeverity. 


And it came to paſs, that one of the 
axe 


E 
tax-gatherers came to the houſe of a cer- 
tain tyler at the town of Darford in Kent, 
commonly called Wat the tyler, and de- 
manded the tax for one of his daughters. 

And Wat the tyler ſaid unto him, Nav 
verily, but thou ſhouldſt not demand the 
tax of my daughter, for the maiden is not 

yet fifteen years old. 
HFowbeit the tax-gatherer believed not 
the words of her father, for the virgin 
was fair and comely to look on. 
Wherefore he ſtooped down, and put his 
hand beneath the garments of the maiden, 
to ſee if peradventure the ſigns of her 
womanhood might not appear; and he diſ- 
covered her nakedneſs. | 
And the virgin was covered with ſhame, 
inſomuch that ſhe ſpake not a word. 

But the impudence of the thing incenſed 
her father, and his indignation kindled 
againſt the officer, and he had a hammer 
in his hand, with which he ſtrake him on 
the head that his brains came out. 


And 


(642 

And immediately a great tumult aroſe, 
and all the people defended the action of 
Wat the tyler, and praiſed his courage: 
moreover they choſe him for their captain, 
and determined to aboliſh the tax. = 

And they marched in a body and en- 
camped on Black-Heath, and he was joined 
there by Jack Straw, and their number en- 


_ creaſed to an hundred thouſand men. 


And a certain prieſt named Ball, was 
chaplain to the army, and he preached 
to the multitude from theſe words; 


When Adam dalve and Eve ſpan, 
Who was then a gentleman - 


From hence he taught them that all men 
were born equal, that it was never the de- 
ſign of heaven that one part of mankind 


ſhould be the ſlaves and vaſſals of the other; 
and therefore exhorted them to deſtroy the 


nobility, the clergy, the magiſtrates, and 
all who pretended to Jord it over them. 
With 


5 

With theſe pious reſolutions they march- 
ed to London, and encamped on Tower- 
_ Hill, plundering and burning the houſes 
of all whom they thought their enemies, 

And they ſet fire to the Temple, and 
burnt and deſtroyed the writings of all 
the lawyers; they burned alſo the palace 
and all the rich furniture of the duke of 
Lancaſter in the Savoy. | 

And they dragged from the churches 
and from the altars many who had fled for 
refuge, and flew them in the ſtreets. 

And they ſtrake off the head of Simon 
Sudbury archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
Hales the high treaſurer, and many more 
on Tower-Hill. 

Then the king ſent meſſengers unto 
them, deſiring to know what they would 
have: and Wat the tyler demanded to 
ſpeak with the king in perſon. 8 

Then Richard the king, attended by 
many of his nobles, and the mayor and 
the aldermen of London, went forth to 

| | meet 


44561 
meet him, and they met him in Smith 


field. = 
And he behaved with great arrogance, 


and his demands were ſo extravagant that 


the king knew not what anſwer to make 
unto him, 

Moreover he commanded the ſquire who 
held the ſword of the king to deliver it to 


him: howbeit the ſquire took courage 


and refuſed to deliver it, ſaying, The ſword 


of a king would ill become the hand of a 


knave, 

Now Wat the tyler was vexed at this 
ſaying, and he advanced WI th his word 
to ſlay the ſquire. 

Then William Walworth, the mayor 
of London, was exceedingly enraged at 


the inſolence of the tyler, and he ſtepped 
forth, and ſmote him with a dagger that he 


died: wherefore the dagger was added to 

the arms of the city. 

Thus ended the inſurrection of Wat 
Tyler 


| 
| 


| 
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Tyler and Jack Straw; and all the rabble 
returned each to his own houſe. 

And Richard the king made unto him- 
ſelf idols, as Edward the ſecond his prede- 
ceſſor had done: and the thing which he 
did, diſpleaſed the people, and they took 


the crown from off his head, and put it on 


the head of Henry duke of Lancaſter, the 
fon of John of Gaunt, os 
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HENRY IV. 


Axp Henry was thirty and three years 


. old when he began to reign, and he reign- . 
F ed over England thirteen years, five 4 

months, and one and twenty days. ö 

| And he did that which was evil in the | 
x ſight of the Lord, as moſt of his fathers ; 
{28 had done. | | j 
| ; How beit he made an act for burning of 
x hereticks; and they that could not believe 
| | as the church commanded, were tied to a 
| ſtake 


e 
ſtake till the flames conſumed them: and 
for this he was called by the prieſts and the 
monks, the writers of that time, a pious 
and religious prince. 

And he was ſeized with an apoplexy, 
and he died, and Henry his fon reigned in 
his ſtead. ” 
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HENRY V. 


AR PD Henry was a valiant prince, and a 
great warriour. . 

And he laid claim to the crown of 
France, and marched into the kingdom 
with an army of thirty thouſand men, 
taking the town of Harfleur, with many 
other ſtrong towns. | 

And he defeated the French army at the 
battle of Agincourt, and flew to the number 


of ſixty thouſand men, And the Lord fought 


for 


( 49 ) 
for him, and the whole kingdom was 
given into his hands, and he appointed 
John duke of Bedford the regent thereof. 
And it came to paſs that the doctrines 
of Wickliffe the preacher, who had been 
condemned by the church as an heretick, 
began now to ſpread over England, and 
prevailed much, | 
And the tenets he taught were theſe : 
That the bread and wine in the ſacrament 
of the altar, ſtill continued to be bread 
and wine after the conſecration of the 
prieſt; that the worſhip of images was 
idolatry, and a great fin; that pilgrimages, 
penances, and confeſſions to the prieſts 
were not at all neceſſary to ſalvation, but 
only a good life. 
Nov theſe were eſteemed deteſtable doc- 
trines, and damnable hereſies. = 
And great fear came upon all prieſts, 
leſt the eyes of the people ſhould be opened, 
and their craft expoſed ; wherefore they 
beſought the king that he would join with 
D them 


„ 
hem in extirpating out of the land all who 
mould teach or profeſs theſe dangerous 
truths; | | 

And Sir John Oldcaſtle lord Cobham, a 


man of virtue and great reputation, with 


Sir Robert Acton, and many others, were 


hanged and burnt in Smithfield for profet- 
ſing the ſame. | 
Thus truth was defeated, and ignorance 
again prevailed in the land; the prieſts and 
the levites triumphed, and the minds of the 
people were cloathed in darkneſs, and ted 
with error. 


Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 


and all that he did, are they not written in 


the books of the chronicles of the kings of 
England? 

And Henry reigned over England thirty 
and four years, and he died, and Henry 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
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HENRY: VI. 


Axb Henry was eight months old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned over Eng- 
land thirty and nine years, and his mo- 
ther's name was Catharine. 


And in him was ſulfilled what was 
written of old, Moe to that nation whoſe king 
:5 a child; for he proved a weak and unſor— 


tunate prince, loſing by his miſconduct all 
that Henry his father had won. 
And in theſe days there appeared a 


D 2 falſe 


( 52 ) 
falſe propheteſs, named Joan of Arc; and ſhe 
called herſelf the maid of God, and pretend- 
ed to be ſent from heaven to deliver the 
kingdom of France from the Engliſh yoke. 


And ihe wrought miracles, and perform - 


ed many wonderous things. 
She raiſed alſo the ſiege of Orleans, and 
_ defeated the Engliſh wherever ſhe came, 


inſomuch that the French believed her to be 


conducted by the finger of God; but the 
Engliſh thought her ſent from the devil, 
and the ſoldiers began to be terrified at 
her preſence, 


How beit, ſhe was at 105 75 taken by | 


the Engliſh at the city of Roan in Nor- 
mandy; and ſhe was convicted of witch- 
craft, and they burnt her there, that it 
might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
the prophet, Thou fait not ſuffer a witch to 
ive. 
In this reign began the cruel war betwixt 
the two houſes of York and Lancaſter, 
where brother fought with brother, the 
father 


i 33-1 
father againſt his ſon, and the ſon againſt 
his father, till the rivers flowed with 
the blood thereof, and rage and ſlaughter 
made deſolate the land. 

At length Edward Plantagenet duke of 
York, having overthrown the king in 
many battles, and taken him priſoner, 
depoſed him from the government, and 
was crowned king of England, 
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ED W ARD IV. 


Axp Edward was nineteen years old 
when he came to the crown, and he was 
tall and well favoured, and of anexceeding 
oraceful preſence, 

Moreover he was a prince of great cou— 
rage and wiſdom, and he ſet himſelf to 
_ enact good laws, and to reform the abuſes 
in his government, 

And he ſate in the court of juſtice three 
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6 35 
days himfelt, that he might be a witneſs 
how his laws were executed. 

And many more good qualities had Ed- 
ward; howbeit he luſted after women 
exceedingly, and he was a gallant prince, 
and young and handſome to look on, 
wherefore the hearts of the ladies were in 
his hand. 15 
And it came to paſs that Matthew Shore, 
a goldſmith in London, had taken to wife 
the moſt beautiful virgin in all the city. 

And the fame of her beauty reached the 
ears of the king, and he diſguiſed himſelf 
as a merchant, and went to the houſe of 
Shore, pretending to buy jewels. _ 

And when he ſaw how exceeding fair ſhe 
was, even beyond what fame had reported 
unto him, his heart was ſmitten with love, 
and he burned to enjoy her. 

Wherefore he diſcovered himſelf, and 
took her home to his bed, and ſhe lived 
in adultery with him all the days of his 
life, | 
D 4 | In 
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In his reign was born Thomas Parr, of 
the county of Salop, who lived during the 
reign of ten kings, even to the days of king 
Charles I. when he died, being an hun- 
dred fifty and two years old, 

Moreover he did penance for the fin of 
fornication at the age of an hundred 
years. N | I 
And Edward reigned twenty and three 
years, and he died, and was buried in his 
own tomb at Winſor, and Edward his ſon 
reigned in his ſtead. 


EDWARD V. 


Ax D Edward was eleven years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned over Eng- 
land nine weeks and three days, and was 
murdered in the tower by his uncle R1- 
chard, the crooked duke of Glouceſter. 


S8 
\ 1 221 8 

\\ ES 

Wii « _ 

2 


RICHARD III. 


Axp Richard took on him the govern— 
ment of the kingdom, and ſet the crown 
upon his own head. 8 

And in order to clear his way to the 
throne, and ſecure to himſelf the poſſeſ- 
on thereof, he murdered all who ſtood in 
his way. | 

Wherefore the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt him, and he ſmote him by 
the hand of Henry earl of Richmond, of 
the 


683599) 
the houſe of York, and he died in the field 
of battle, even Boſworth field, | 

Thus ended the war betwixt the two 
houſes of York and Lancaſter, after twelve 
pitched battles had been fought, in which 
there were ſlain two kings, one prince, ten 
dukes, two marquiſſes, twenty one earls, 
twenty ſeven lords, two viſcounts, one 
lord prior, one judge, one hundred and 

thirty three knights, four hundred and 
forty one eſquires, and eighty four thou: 
ſand nine hundred ninety and ergint pri- 
vate ſoldiers. | 

And they took the crown from the head 
of king Richard, and put it on the head of 
Henry ear] of ee : and all the army 
| ſhouted for joy, and they cried out, Long 
live king Henry the ſeventh, 

And the body of Richard was found in 
the field of battle, and they laid it on a 
horſe, and brought it to the city of Leicet- 
ter, and it was buried there, and Henry 
of Richmond reigned in his ſtead, 


HENRY VII. 


Now Henry was a wiſe and politick _ 
prince, and he ſet himſelf, by all manner ot 
ways, to ſecure the throne to himſelf and 
his ſucceſſors for ever. | 

And he extorted from his ſubjects great 
ſums of money, and filled his coffers, and 
the whole ſtudy of his life was to heap up 
riches. 

To this end he made uſe of two men, 

7 and 
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his perſon, (for he was not beloved of the 
people) he appointed a band of tall men to 


ſince have kept unto this day. 


Perkin Warbeck; each pretending to be 


(01-3 
and the name of the one was Empſon, and 
the name of other was Dudley. 

And he gave them power and authority 
to plunder and oppreſs his ſubje&s; and 
they exerciſed all manner of injuſtice upon 
them, accuſing the innocent of crimes, 
and amercing and fining them in great 
ſums without trial, converting law and 
juſtice into rapine and cruelty, 

Now whether it were out of an affecta- 
tion of ſtate and grandeur, or peradventure 
that he feared ſome ſudden attempt upon 


attend him, called the yeomen of the 
guard, which all the kings of England 


And in his reign there aroſe two 1m- 
poſtors one after the other, laying claim 
to the crown of England, 

And the name of the one was Simnel, a 
baker's ſon ; and the name of the other was 


Richard 


E 
Richard duke of York, brother to KINg 
Edward the fifth. | 
How beit the firſt was quickly ſuppreſſ- 
ed, and after having been crowned king in 
Dublin, had the honour to be made king 
Henry's turnſpit. 


As to the other, after many honours 


done him in the courts of France, Spain 


and Scotland, as a prince of the royal 


blood, he was at laſt advanced to the pin- 
nacle of Tyburn. 


And in theſe days a ſtrange diſeaſe roſe, 


and was called the ſweating ſickneſs; and 
it continued for the ſpace of a month, and 
ſwept away great numbers. 

But woe unto yon whoremongers, adul- 
terers, and fornicators, and woe unto you 
harlots and ſtreet-walkers, that lie in wait 
for prey, and ſpread your nets in every 


corner; for a diſeaſe * hath ſtricken ye 


throu gh 


* In this reign the pox was ſirſt known 115 
| J. ngland. 
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trough the reins, and the heat of your 
luſts ſhall burn ye up. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
and the magnificent chapel that he built, 
are they not written in the book of Bacon 
the hiſtorian? | 2 

And Henry reigned over England twen- 
ty and three years, and eight months, and 
he died, and Henry his ſon reigned in his 
ſtead. 


. 2 L 
td, Ava bet 
2 þ - - * 
. 
FE" 5.5 7 * 
EY _ A 
D 7 * 


HENRY VIII. 


Axp Henry was eighteen years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
over England thirty and eight years, and 
his mother's name was Elizabeth. 

And he gat the love of his ſubjects in 
the beginning of his reign by cauſing to 
be executed as traytors and oppreſlors, 
thoſe wicked inſtruments of his father, 
Empſon and Dudley, 

Moreover he won favour in their eyes, by 

ſpending 
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ſpending among them in balls and ſhows, 
and ſumptuous feaſts, thoſe immenſe trea- 
ſures which had been drained from them, 
and hoarded up in the coffers of his father. 

And in theſe days the iniquity of the 
popedom was arrived at its full height, 
inſomuch that indulgences for all manner 
of crimes were publickly fold for money; 
and all kinds of people, how vile and pro- 
fligate ſoever, were promiſed everlaſting 
happineſs on purchaſing them, 

Now the impiety of theſe things provok- 
ed the indignation of Martin Luther, and 
he expoſed the abſurdity of them in many 
books. Moreover he cenſured the uſur- 
pation of the pope, and made a mock of 
his authority. 

Then Henry the king, in the zeal of his 
heart, wrote an anſwer to Martin Luther, 
defending the pope; and from henceforth 
he and his ſucceſſors are honoured with 
the title of Defender of the faith. 
Howbeit he afterwards threw off the 


pope's 


( 
pope's authority, and departed from many 
of the the errors of the church of Rome. 

Wherefore the thunder of the pope was 
levelled againſt him, and he was excommu— 
nicated; his ſubjects alſo were abſolved 
from their obedience, and all the princes 
of Europe were excited to make war upon 
him. 

But Henry was beloved at home, and 
feared abroad; wherefore the thunder of 
the pope was deſpiſed, neither was he ter- 
rified with all the fiery bolts of his wrath. 

And Henry made unto himſelf a great 
idol, the likeneſs of which was not in heaven 
above, nor in the earth beneath. And he 
reared up his head unto the clouds, and 
extended his arm over all the land, | 

His legs alſo were as the poſts of a gate, 


or as an arch ſtretched forth over the doors 
of all the publick offices in the land; and 
whoſoever went out, or whoſoever came 
in, paſſed heneath, and with idolatrous 

| reverence 
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reverence lift up their eyes, and kiſſed the 
cheeks of the poſtern. 


And all the people, both ſmall and oreat, 3 


fell down before him and worſhipped; for 
they feared his power. 

_ Prieſts alſo and biſhops brought Bim 
water to waſh, and dukes and nobles held 
the towel, 

Howbeit he fell down from the pinnacle 
of his greatneſs, and was daſhed in pieces 
even as a potter's veſſel. Wherefore let 
him that ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. 

And Henry was a gracious king, but 
a tyrannical huſband. | Fo 

And he took unto himſelf fix wives, 
but they pleaſed him not; wherefore he 
accuſed them of incontinence and divers 
_ crimes, and put them away. Moreover 
he beheaded ſome, and ſome he put in 
priſon, and he dealt cruelly with them. 

And it came to paſs, when a certain 
prieſt in one of his ſermons defended the 
king in this matter, that all the women of 

rhe 
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the town roſe up againſt him, and they 
ſtoned him with ſtones, and drove him 
from amongſt them. 

Now the reſt of the acts of king Henry, 
and all that he did, are they not written in 
the books of the chronicles of the kings 
of England? 

And Henry was a man of great parts 
and much experience, and could penetrate 
very far into hidden things; yea, fo great 
was the opinion of his capacity, that the 
meaſure of his abilities is preſerved in the 
tower of London unto this day; and it 
behoveth all men to humble themſelves 
before him, and confeſs his ſuperior 
greatneſs. 

And Henry flept with his fathers, and 
Edward his ſon reigned 1 in his ſtead, 


EDWARD VI. 


Now Edward was nine years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned over 
England ſix years and five months. 

And he was a pious prince, and he 
loved the truth, and promoted the reforma- 
tion which Henry his father had begun. 

Howbeit he was cut off as a flower in 
its bud, or as a roſe in the morning ſun; 

his days alſo were as a ſpan, and the years 
| | | of 


1 

of his reign as a ſhadow that paſſeth away j 
but his memory ſmelleth ſweet for ever. 

And he appointed for his ſucceſſor the 
lady Jane Grey, and ſhe was proclaimed 
queen; but the party of Mary prevailing, 
Jane was beheaded in the tower of London, 
and Mary her ſiſter reigned in her ſtead. 


FF 


AxD. Mary adhered to the church of 
Rome, and ſhe revived the errors thereof, 
and reſtored all the ancient forms and 
fooliſh ceremonies. 
| Moreover ſhe was of a cruel nature, 
and ſhe perſecuted unto death all who op- 
poſed her doctrines, and her reign ſtinketh 
of blood unto this day. 

Old men and children, young men and 
maidens, they alſo that gave ſuck, with 

| the 


„„ 
the infant at the breaſt, ſhe burned at the 
ſtake; and the fire of perſecution was not 
quenched all the days of her life: 

But the vengance of the Lord overtook 
her, and ſhe was torn from the face of the 
earth as a bramble that choaketh the field, 
and her name is an abomination. 

And from the time that ſhe was crowned, 
to the day which the Lord ſmote her with 
fickness, was five years and four months, 

and ſhe died, and Elizabeth her ſiſter 
reigned in her ſtead, 
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ELIZABETH. 


Now Elizabeth was twenty and five 
years old when ſhe began to reign, and ſhe 
reigned over England forty and four years, 
four months, and ſeven days, and her mo- 
ther's name was Anna Bullen. 

And ſhe was endowed with wiſdom from 
above, and the ſpirit of the Almighty 
gave her underſtanding; ſhe choſe unto 
herſelf wiſe and able miniſters; ſhe heark- 
enced unto their counſels, and ſhe govern- 

E. FA 
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ed her kingdom with power and * 
glory. | 

The ſea alſo was s ſubject unto her, and 
ſhe reigned on the ocean with a mighty 
hand. | ; | 

Heradmirals compassed the world about, 
and brought her home treaſures from the 
uttermoſt parts of the earth. 

The glory of England ſhe advanced to 
its height, and all the princes of the earth 
ſought her love; her love was fixed on 
the happineſs of her 5 and would 
not be divided. 

The ra of learning was alſo in her 
reign, and the genius of wit Mone bright 
in the land. 

Spenſer 44 Shake ſpear, Verulam and 
Sidney, Raleigh and Drake adorned her 
court and made her reign immortal. 

And woe unto you Spaniards; woe unto: 
you, ye haughty uſurpers of the Ameri- 
can ſeas; for at the lightning of her eyes 
ye were deſtroyed, and at the breath of her 
mouth 


. 
mouth ve were ſcattered abroad; ſhe 
came upon your armado as a whirlwind, 
and as a tempeſt of thunder ſhe over- 
whelmed you in the ſea. 

Wiſdom and ſtrength were in her right 
hand, and in her left were glory and 
wealth. ” 

She ſpake, and it was war; ſhe waved 
her hand, and the nations dwelt in peace, 

Her miniſters were juſt, her counſellors 
were ſage; her captains were bold, and 
her maids of honour ate beef-ſteaks for 
breakfaſt. - 

Now the reſt of the acts of queen Eliza- 
beth, and all the glorious things that ſhe 

did, are they not written in the books of 
the chronicles of the kings of England ? 

And Elizabeth ſlept with her fathers, 
and ſhe was a virgin; ſhe taſted not of 
man, neither ſubjected ſhe herſelt unto 
him all the days of her life. 

And ſhe was buried in the chapel of 
king Henry the feventh, and James of 
Scotland reigned in her ſtead, 


(1. Axp Jamie thought himſelf a bonn; 
I hing, and a mickle wiſe mon. Howbeit 

| he was a fool and a pedant. | 
But the ſpirit of flattery went forth in 
18 the land, and the great men and the 
biſhops offered incenſe unto him, ſaying, 
O moſt /acred king! Thou art wiſer 
than the children of men! thou ſpeakeſt 
by the ſpirit of God ! there has been none 
| equal 
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equal to thee before thee, neither will any 
ariſe after thee like unto tile. 
Thus they abuſed him daily with lying 
and fulſome adulation. 5 

And the ear of James was tickled there- 
with, and he was puffed up, and he 
thought himſelf wiſe; whereupon he be- 
gan to diſpute with the doctors, and to 
decide controverſies, and to write books; 
and the world was undeceived. 

How beit a new tranſlation of the bible 
was ſet on foot in his reign, and it was 
executed with great care and exactneſs, 
and the ſame is read by the people unto 
this day. . N 

In this reign alſo the two kingdoms of 
England and Scotland were united toge- 
ther, and he gave unto them the name of 
Great Britain; and the two nations be- 
came as one people. = 
_ Moreover he iſſued a proclamation to 
enforce the a& of uniformity; and of ten 
thouſand pious miniſters that diſpented 
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the word, but forty and nine were found 
that did not conform. 
And the forty and nine who had conſci- 


ences were ſuſpended; but the nine thou- 


ſand fifty and one who had no conſcience, 
were continued as faithful miniſters of the 
word. 


And it came to paſs in the third year of 


his reign, that the pope and the devil laid 
their heads together, and contrived a 
moſt grievous plot. 


And the pope ſaid unto the devil, Where. 


with ſhall we deſtroy him? And the devil 


{aid unto the pope, I will do it with gun- 
powder. 

Howbeit the wiſdom of James was grea- 
ter than the wiſdom of the pope and the 
devil, and he ſmelled out their plot, and 
pr evented it. 


And James was s glad that he was alive, 


therefore he appointed the fifth day of the 


month November as a day of thankſgiving 
for ever. And bonfires are made, and 


ſquibs 
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„ 
ſquibs and crackers are let off in the 
ſtreets, in deriſion of the devil and his gun- 
powder plot unto this day. 

Now James the king was of a ſociable 
and loving nature, and he could not be 
without a boſom friend, with whom he 
might communicate his 7nternos ſenſus, and 
upon whoſe ſhoulders he might ſometimes 
lay a burthen which he was not willing to 
bear himſelf. | 

Wherefore he caſt an eye of favour upon 
fir Robert Carr, a gentleman of Scotland, 
of ſuch exquiſite beauty, and ſo delicate a 
compoſure of body, as if nature had fram- 
ed him on purpoſe to be a king's favourite. 

And the king loved him, and he pleaſed 
the king; nor was any man partaker of 
the royal influence Jike unto him; all 
matters of grace and favour paſling from 
the king by him, inſomuch that the queen 
was jealous. 

Moreover it came to paſs, that on Faſter 
monday, in the year 1611, for his great 

E 4A | ſervice 
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ſervice done unto the king, he was Crea- 
ted viſcount Rocheſter; on the two and 
twentieth of April 1612, he was ſworn a 


privy counſellor; on the fourth of No- 


vember 1613, he was created earl of So- 
merſet; and on the tenth of July follow- 
ing, he was made lord chamberlain; fo 
true is that ſaying, Oe | 


Improbe amor, quid non mortalia pectora cogis ? 


But this ſunſhine of fortune laſted not 
long. Whether the king grew weary of 
him, as not being ſo agreeable as when he 
was firit taken into favour, or whether the 


machinations of the jealous queen wrought 


his deſtruction, we cannot ſay ; but being 


ſuſpected of contriving the death of fir 


Thomas Overbury by poiſon, he was ar- 
raigned and condemned for the ſame ; and 
though, through the clemency of the king, 


his life was ſpared, he was never after 


ſuffered 


5 
ſuffered to ſee the king's face, nor to come 
near his court. | 

Howbeit the king could not be Jong 
without an alter idem; wherefore he took 
unto himſelf a beautiful youth named 
George Villiers; and he loaded him with 
honours, and uſed him in all reſpects like 
unto the other. | 

And James believed himſelf a great king, 
and conceived high notions of the royal 
prerogative; inſomuch that he looked upon 
the parliament as a troubleſome and unne- 
ceſſary thing; and thought it extremely 
hard, that ſo great a king ſhould be bound 
by the laws of the land, or his coronation 
oath, or that he ſhould be obliged to call 
a parliament to make laws, when he might 
do it alone by his abſolute power. 

Moreover he approved the book of 
doctor Blackwood, which laid it down as a 
principle, that the Engliſh were all ſlaves 
by reaſon of the Norman conqueſt. 

With theſe notions he poiſoned himſelf 


41 
and his ſon, and laid the foundation of 
thoſe troubles wich ended in the ruin of 
his family. FS 


And it came to paſs in theſe days, that 
a certain impoſtor named Richard Hadock 
pretended to preach in his ſleep, in ſuch 
ſort, that though he were called aloud, or 
ſtirred and pulled by the hands or feet, yet 
he ſeemed not to hear or to feel. 


And he continued to do this in the 
preſence of many perſons who reſorted to 


hear him; inſomnch that in a ſhort time 
his fame was ſpread through the land by 
the name of the /ecping frreacher, and many 


were brought to believe that theſe his 


mighty preachings were by inſpiration 
from heaven. 


Tantum religio poruit ſuadere foolorum ! 


But the king diſcovered the cheat, and 
commanded him in all places to declare 
himſelf an impoſtor. 


How beit 
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Howbeit the race of reverend fleepers 


continue, and infeſt the land with large 
long: laboured volumes of heavy and ſom- 


niferous lumber unto this day. 

And it came to paſs in the ſeventeenth 
year of the reign of king James, that the 
wife of his boſom fell ſick, and her ſick- 
neſs was unto death. 

Then James the king \ was ſore tr oubled, 


and he put on ſackcloth and bewailed him- 
| ſelf; and ſo great was his ſorrow, that he 
ſpake not, neither did he eat for many 


days. 

How beit he was a wiſe man, and he 
ſaid within himſelf, Why ſhould I be any 
longer troubled, or why ſhould my ſpirit 
be ſunk within me? Our tears avail not 
to the dead, neither do they hear our cries. 

Sorrow dimneth the eyes, and griet 
withereth the countenance, but the ſmile 
of a friend reviveth the heart. 

So the king aroſe, and waſhed himſelf, 


and did eat bread, 


Now 


4 
Now the reſt of the acts of king James, 


and his wiſdom, and his learning, and al! 
the books that he wrote, behold thou may- 
eſt find them in the chandlers ſhops unto 
this day r 

And James ſlept with his fathers, after 
he had reigned over England twenty and 
two years, and Charles his ſon reigned in 
his ſtead, 
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CHARLES I. 


Axp Charles was twenty and five years 
old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
over England twenty and two years, and 
ten months, and his mother's name was 
Anne. 

And he was a pious and religious prince, 
and wrote many godly books; hymns alto 
and pravers, and ſundry meditations were 
the works of his hands. 

How beit he did that which wasevil in the 

light 


mo EE vs 


86) 


- 


ſizht of the Lord, in following the ſteps 
of his father, and 2 þ to abſolute. 
power. 
And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt him, and he cauſed a ſpirit of diſ- 
content to go forth among the people, and 
they came unto the king and beſought 
him, ſaying : 
Moſt gracious ſovereign ! incline thine 
ears, we beſeech thee, unto the voice of 
thy people, and let their cry come unto 


thee: behold we are a free people, we 


and our fathers have been free 1 men unto 


this day. 


Wherefore now then are we oppreſſed 
with arbitrary power, with forced loans, 
with tonnage and poundage, with ſhip mo- 
ney, and with divers taxes impoſed on us 
without the authority of parliament? 

Wherefore is the yoke of bondage Jaid 
upon us? a yoke which we nor our fathers 
were able to bear. 

Howhbeit this remonſtrance pleaſed not 

- the 


, 

the king, neither was he moved therewith, 
except unto wrath; moreover he diſſolved 
the parliament, and continued in his evil 
ways. wm 


Then the anger of the people waxed 
great, and they faid amoneſt themſelves, 
The king is ill adviſed, his counſellors are 
naught; let us remove the wicked from 
before the king, and his throne ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs. 

So they accuſed Villiers, duke of Buck- 


ingham, who was the king's prime favour- 
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ite and chief miniſter, of divers crimes 
and miſdemeanors; namely, That he en- 
groſſed into his hands by evil means a 
great number of offices and employments, 
ſome whereof could hardly be executed by 
a ſingle perſon; That he favoured and 


| promoted the worſhip of Rome: That he 
| neglected to guard the ſeas and protect the 
| merchants: That he conſtrained ſeveral 
| perſons to purchaſe titles of honour, par- 
ticularly the lord Robartes of Truro, whom 


he 
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he inforced to pay ten thouſand pounds for 
the title of baron: That be procured to 
his kindred and allies, and other unwor- 
thy perſons, many titles and honours 


without their having done the ſtate any 
ſervice; With divers notorious crimes and 
heinous offences. 

Wherefore they moſt humbly beſought the 
king, even for his own honour and the 
20nour of Almighty God, for the ſafe- 
ty and welfare of his kingdom, and for the 


love which as a kind father he bore unto 


his people, that he would be graciouſly 


pleaſed to remove this perſon from accels 


to his ſacred preſence and that he would 
not ballance this one man with all theſe 
things: proteſting,that until this great man 
was removed from intermeddling with the 
affairs of ſtate, they were out of all hopes 


of any good ſuccels. 


Nevertheleſs their petition was rejected, 


Moreover the king was exceeding wroth, 


and he commanded the petition to be con- 


ſumead 
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ſumed with fire, and all the copies thereot 
to be deſtroyed. And he protected his 
favourite from the publick rage. 

Howbeit he eſcaped not the hand bf 
juſtice: for the anger of the lord was 
kindled againſt him, and he ſtirred up the 
zeal of Felton the lieutenant, who ſmote 
him to the heart that he died, 

And it came to paſs in theſe days, that 
great troubles aroſe in England on account 
of religion: many being ſmitten with the 
tinſel beauties of the church of Rome, 
went a whoring after her gods, and gave 
up their hearts unto the luſts thereof. 

And foraſmuch as many tokens of his 
love appeared, it was thought that Laud 
the archbiſhop was corrupted by her for- 
nications, that he had bowed the knee 
unto her idols, and luſted in his heart after 
her abominations. 

Certain it is, he was very punctual in 
obſerving all the ſuperſtitious geſtures, the 
bowings, the waſhings,the veſtments, and all 

the 


90 
the painted ornaments in which the ſcarlet 
whore delighteth. 

And he drew many after him, and occa- 
ſioned much trouble in the land, and much 
nonſenſe, and many trifling diſputes. 

| Moreover he was ſuſpected of debauch- 
ing the king into this lewd amour, and 
' impoſing on his royal affections with the 
paint and patches of this inveigling barlot. 
Wherefore the people roſe up againſt 
Laud, and in the fury of their zeal wy 
put him to death, 

Now theſe things were done that it 
might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
the prophet, Bleſſed is he that watcheth 
and keepeth his garments, leſt he walk na- 
ked and they ſee his ſhame. 

And it came to paſs that the whole 
kingdom was poſſeſſed by two evil ſpirits, 

the ſpirit of prelacy and the ſpirit of fana- 
ticiſm. And the two ſpirits ſtrove toge- 
ther with great fury, and the land was 

involved in blood and confuſion. 
| Howbeit 


1 
How beit the ſpirit of fanaticiſm prevail- 
ed, and the king was diſcomfited and 


taken priſoner, and committed to the pri- 


ſon of Cariſbrook caſtle in the iſle of 
Wight. 

Then Charles lift up his voice unto the 
Lord, ſaying, Judge me, O God, and 
plead my cauſe againſt an ungodly nation, 

Mine enemies have purſued and overta- 
ken me, but do thou deliver me out of the 
hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the 


unrighteous and cruel men: deliver me in 


thy righteouſneſs, and cauſe me to eſcape ; 
incline thine ear unto me and ſave me, 
Caſt me not off in the time of old age, 

forſake me not when my ſtrength faileth. 
Mine enemies ſpeak evil againſt me, and 
they that lay wait for my ſoul take coun- 
ſel together, ſaying, God hath forſaken 
him, let us perſecute and take him, for 
there 1s none to deliver him. | 
But let them be confounded and con- 
ſumed that are adverſaries to my ſoul, let 
them 


( 


them be covered with reproach and diſ- 
honour that ſeek my hurt. 

Howbeit the prayer of Charles availed 

not, he was delivered up into the hands 
of his enemies; and they erected a new 
court of juſtice for the trial of the king, 
and they brought an accuſation a 
him, ſaying, 

He hath endeavonred to deſtroy the 
rights and liberties of the people, and to 
rule with an unlimited and tyrannical 
power; for which end he hath levied war 
againſt the parliament of England and the 
people thereof, and hath been the cauſe of 
all the blood which hath been mage in the 
land. 

Now Charles denied the juriſdiction of 
this court, and demanded to know by what 
authority he was brought before them, or 
by what law of England he could be tried, 
But they anſwered him not a word. 

Howbeit a ſolemn faſt was appointed, 

to 
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to ſeek the Lord, and beg his direction in 
the murder of the king, | 

Moreover an inſpired virgin was brought 
out of Hertfordſhire, who pretended 2 
revelation from heaven to encourage the 
ſaints in their pious work, _ 

So they proceeded to this trial, and con- 
demned him as a tyrant, traitor, murder- 
er, a a publick enemy to the common-_ 
wealth of England, to be put to death by 
ſevering his head from his body. 

Moreover, during the time of his trial, 
the head of his cane fell off, and no man 
knew why; wherefore it was thought the 
cane propheſied of what ſhould come to 
paſs. - | 

And they treated him with great inſo- 
lence, ſpitting upon him, and puffing to- 
bacco in his face, which they knew was 
hateful unto him. | 

Howbeit he bore with patience their 
inſults, neither opened he his lips againſt 
them. 


And 


CF 

And on the zoth day of the firſt month, 
which 1s called January, a ſcaffold was 
built. before the gates of his own palace, 
and he was brought thereon, and his head 
was cut off and ſhowed unto the people. 
And ſome rejoiced, but many ſuppreſſed 

the groans which they durſt not utter, 


E 
THE COMMONWEALTH. 


AND it came to paſs after the death of 
king Charles, that the commons paſſed an 
act for annulling the houſe of lords, and 
aboliſhing the regal power as uſeleſs, bur- 
thenſome, and dangerous; and the govern- 
ment of England was changed into a com- 
monwealtn. 

And the duke of Hamilton, the earl of 
| Holland, the lord Capel, and many others, 
who had been of the king's par ty, were 
put to death. 

Moreover it was 3 that all who 
poſſeſſed any public k poſt, ſhould take out 
freſh grants, and new oaths, to qualify 
themſelves for holding the ſame. 
is grand alteration in the government 
occaſioned alſo many others. The oaths 
of allegiance and ſupremacy were abo- 
liſhed ; juſtice was no longer adminiſtered 

in 
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in the king's name, but in the names of 
the keepers of the liberties of England: A 
new council of ſtate, conſiſting of thirty 
nine perſons, was choſen for the ad- 
miniſtration of publick affairs under the 
parliament: New money was coined, and 
a new great ſeal was made; on one fide of 
which was ſeen the parliament ſitting, 
with this inſcription, Te great /eal of the 
fharliament of the commonwealth of England, 
on the other ſide the arms of England and 
Ireland, with theſe words, The fir year of 
freedom by Ged"s bleſſing reſtored. And this 
ſeal was committed to a certain number of 
perſons, who were ſtiled Keepers of the liber- 
tres of Great Britain. 

Many alſo were the changes that were 
made in religion, Epiſcopacy was abo- 
liſhed, the common prayer deſpiſed ; cant- 
ing and hypocriſy, and doing all kinds of 
wickedneſs in the name ofthe Lord, were the 
ſigns of grace; and every one worſhipped 
God after the fooliſhneſs of his own heart. 
| Hlow beit 
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Howbeit the ſon of king Charles, who 
had fled beyond the ſeas, was invited into 
Scotland, where he was proclaimed king; 
and he raiſed an army of eighteen thou- 
iand men, and marched into England to 
the city of Worceſter, and encamped there, 

And Cromwell with an army of thirty 
thouſand men purſued him to the gates of 
the city, where he pitched his tents, and 
prepared to give him battle. 

Now Cromwell was a valiant man, and 
his ambition was great; and behold he 
was tempted of the devil to ſell himſelf 
unto him, on condition that he ſhould 
have ſucceſs in all his undertakings for 
twenty and one years. 

But the devil is a cheat and a liar from 
the beginning; and it ſhall come to paſs, 
that whoſoever putteth his truſt in him 
ſhall be deceived, He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. | 

At ſome diſtance from the army of 
Cromwell was a very thick wood, in the 
F middle 
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middle of which the devil appointed 
Cromwell to meet him, and to ſign the 
contract. 

And it came to paſs on the third day of 
the month September, early in the morn- 
ing, that Cromwell aroſe from his bed, 

and took with him one of his ſtouteſt cap- 
tains, whoſe name was Lindſey, and they 
entered the wood, 

How beit the heart of Lindſey was s ſeized 
with terror, his hair ſtood up, he 
turned pale, and his joints Knocked toge- 
ther : 

And he fouke unto Cromwell, ſaying, 
Behold now mine heart is ſmitten with 
dread, my ſpirit faileth, and I am even as 
a dead man, yet I know not for why. 
And Cromwell upbraided him with 
cowardice, and ſaid unto him, Fear not, 
come on. 

But Lindſey the captain anſwered and 
ſaid, Thou knoweſt I am no coward; yet 
, r I ſay unto thee, my joints at 

this 
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this time are fi ozen with terror and aſto- 


niſhment, inſomuch that it is impollible 
for me to ſtir a ſtep. 

Then Cromwell ſaid unto him, Stand 
ſill, and attend to what thou ſeeſt. And 
he went a few paces from him, and lo 


the devil roſe up before him in the likeneſs 


of an ancient man, with a roll of parch- 
ment in his hand. 


His horns were in his pocket, his tail 


alſo and his hoof were concealed beneath 


his garment; wherefore Lindſey the cap- 
tain reſumed his courage, and he liſtened 


unto them with great attention. 


And Cromwell faid unto the devil, Satan, 
why haſt thou deceived me? The con- 
tract I made was for one and twenty years, 


and behold thou haſt drawn it for ſeven. 


And the devil ſaid unto Cromwell, 


Seven years is the utmoſt that J can allow 


unto thee, take it or leave it. 

Then the anger of Cromwell was kind- 
led againſt the devil, and he ſpake unto 
'F-$* bim 
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nim with great fierceneſs, ſaying, Four- 
teen years thou ſhalt allow me, deny it if 
thou dareſt. 285 

How beit the devil was obſtinate, and 
they ſcolded together with great fury; 
and the devil ſaid unto Cromwell, If thou 
likeſt not the bargain, another ſhall have 
it. „„ 

But Cromwell ſnatching the parchment 
from his hand, figned the contract for 
ſeven years; whereupon the devil in a 
cloud of ſmoke and ſulphur vaniſhed from 
his fight. | 
Then Cromwell returned to Lindſey in 
triumph, ſaying, The battle is our own, 
let us engage this day, for the devil hath 
given them into mine hand, 

But the heart of Lindſey was ſmitten 
within him, and he fled from the preſence 
of Cromwell, and he rode day and night 
till he came to the houſe of a certain 
prieſt, whoſe name was Thorowgood, 
unto whom he told all that he had ſeen. 

Moreover 
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Moreover he propheſied, ſaying, Mine 
eyes have ſeen it, the hand of death is 
upon him, and at the end of ſeven years he 
ſhall ſurely die. iy 

And Thorowgood the prieſt was a man 
of great faith, and he believed the tale, 
and he cauſed it to be written in a book, 
and the book 1s preſerved unto this day. 
Yet I would not that thou ſhouldeſt look 
for it, leſt peradventure it ſhould be hard 
to find. | 

And Cromwell returned to his army, 
and he drew them up in battle array, and he 
aſſaulted the city and took it; and the ar- 
my of the king was diſcomfited, and many 
were {lain by the edge of the ſword. 

Nevertheleſs he fell not into the hands 
of his enemies, neither was he taken in 
their ſnares: He was beſet with dangers 
round about, but the hand of the Lord 
conducted him in ſafety. | 

And it came to paſs that he was purſued 
into the middle of a wood called Boſcobel, 
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and he got up into a tree and concealed 
himſelf, that his purſuers paſſed by and 
ſaw him not. 
And the tree is called the royal oak unto 
this day. 

In a barn alſo he hid himſelf; two days 
and two nights concealed he himſelf from 
the rage of his enemies; ſtraw only was 
his bed, and he was fed by the hand of a 
poor woman with buttermilk and bread, 

Moreover he ſtripped off his royal 
_ robes, and diſguiſed himſelf in poor ar- 
ray; his hands alfo and his face he dyed 
with walnuts; a hempen ſhirt was next his 
kin, and his outward garment was a lea- 
thern doublet: in the night alſo he fled, 
in the darkneſs of the night he eſcaped. 
And he walked from the going down of 
the ſun even till the morning-ſtar appear- 
ed, inſomuch that his feet were galled with 
| blood. | 9 | 
Many other diſguiſes put he on, and 
many other perils did he encounter; now 

on 


(10 3 
on a miller's horſe with duſty bags, and 
now before a country dame on horſeback; 
till at laſt arriving at the ſea- ſide, he e- 
ſcaped to France in a ſmall veſſel belong- 
| ing to a poor fiſherman. es 
| Mean time the power of Cromwell en- 
creaſed, and his glory grew unto the 
height; inſomuch that he ſet himſelf at 
the head of the commonwealth, and was 
called the protector thereof. e 
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OLIVER CROMWELL, 
5 PROTECTOR. 


Now Cromwell was a valiant mzn, bur 
a great hypocrite; and he humoured the 
times, pretending to piety. and to conful. 
the Lord in all his doings. | 

Howbeit his character is doubtful, 
whether he was a righteous man Or 3 
rogue; neither is it determined by which 
appellation to call him unto this day: Per- 
adventure he was a mixture of both. 


Thols 


F 

Thoſe who ſpeak evil of him ſay, that 
he ſet up himſelf as an idol, and made 
the very ſtreets of London like unto the 
valley of Hinnom, by burning the bowels 
of menas a ſacrifice to his Molockſhip : that 
his pretence was freedom for all men, and 
that by the help of that pretence he made 
all men his fla ves, ſetting up himſelf above 


all that were ever called ſovereign in Eng- 


land: that he ſummoned parliaments with 
a word of his pen, and diſperſed them 
again with the breath of his mouth : that 
he took arms againſt taxes of ſcarce two 
hundred thouſand pounds a year, and rail- 
ed them himſelf to above two millions: that 
under the pretence of reforming religion, 
he robbed it even to the ſkin, and then 
expoſed it naked to the rage of all ſects 
and herefies: that he fought againſt the 
king under a commiſſion for him, and 
then took him forcibly out of the hands of 
thoſe for whom he had conquered him, 
and butchered him in the open face of all 
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the whole world, with as little ſhame as 


conſcience or humanity. 
Thus he is made a monſter of baſeneſs, 


ingratitude, hy pocriſy, rebellion and uſur- 


pation. 
Howbeit there are athers who defend 


him; ſaying, He was an illuſtrious warri— 
or, a great politician, a man of the moſt 
conſummate prudence, and who had the 
art of making himſelf both feared and re- 
ſpeed: that if his government be com- 
pared with thoſe of the two laſt kings, 
there will appear a very great diſparity 
with regard to the glory and reputation of 
the Engliſh nation: that he made himſelf 
equally dreaded by France and Spain, and 
the United Provinces, who all courted 
his friendſhip with ſuch ardour, that they 
may be ſaid to have cringed to him beyond 
what was becoming: that if his ambition 
led him to aggrandize himſelf, it alſo led 
him to advance the glory of the Engliſh 


name, and the terror of their arms, even 
to 
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to the pitch of Roman greatneſs; that as to 
his morals, he was guilty of few of the 
vices to which men are commonly addict- 
ed; gluttony, drunkenneſs, gaming, lux- 
ury and avarice, were crimes with which | 
he was never reproached: and as to his re- 
ligion, his principle was, to leave every 
man at liberty, and to perſecute no one on 
that account: In fine, that by his great ca- 
pacity and uncommon abilities he raiſed 
himſelf to the ſupreme dignity, ſupported 
himſelf in it with great glory, and dying 
in peace, bequeathed it to his poſterity. 

And now behold, he that was a monſter 
is become an hero! Wherefore, gentle 
reader, out of the two characters here 
given, thou mayeſt form ſuch a one as 
ſeemeth beſt in thine eyes, and call him 
Oliver Cromwell. 

And it came to paſs on the third day of 
the month September, the day on which 
he had ſigned the devil's contract, that day 
his life was required of him; that it might 

be 
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be fulfilled which was ſpoken by Lindſey 
the prophet, The hand of death is hon him, 


and at the end of ſeven years he Hall ſurely 


die. 


the ſurprizing things that he did, behold 


they are written in the books of the chro- 


nicles of the kings of England. 

And Cromwell ſlept with his fathers, 
and was buried in the chapel of Henry the 

ſeventh, and Richard his ſon was pro- 

tector in his ſtead. 


Now the reſt of the acts of this ruler, and 
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RICHARD CROM WELL, 
| PROTECTOR, 


Ab it came to paſs that the man Ri- 
chard was preſently found to be incapable 
of the reins of government; he had nei- 
ther capacity to manage, judgment to guide, 
nor reſolution to hold them ; wherefore the 
parliament took from him the protector- 
ſhip, and depoſed him from the govern- 
ment. | 

And now the commonwealth was left 
to drive at random, the government being 
ſometimes adminiſtered by a council of 
officers, and ſometimes by a thing called 


a committee of ſafety, and great confuſion 


enſued in the land. | 
And there dwelt a man in the northern 
part of the ifland which 1s called Scotland, 
whoſe name was Monk : moreover he was 
tae governor thereof, and a great warriour. 


Now 


1 

Now this man, taking advantage of the 
publick diſtractions, aſſembled an army 
and marched to London, declaring for a 
reſtoration of the king. | 
And the people were terrified at his pre- 
ſence, or peradventure they were weary 
with perpetual changes and commotions; 
wherefore they agreed to his propoſals, 
and ſent meſſengers unto the king, who 

was then in Holland, defiring his return. 
And it came to paſs on the 29th day of 


the king was conducted in great ſtate to 
his palace at Whitehall, and all the people 
ſhouted, ſaying, Long live the king. 


the fifth month, which is called May, that 
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CHARLES. II. 


Now as many enormous crimes had 
{ been committed by men of all degrees, in- 
ſomuch that it was apprehended great 
numbers, not thinking themſelves ſafe, 
would depart out of the land; the firſt 
thing that the king ſet himſelf to do was to 
publiſh an act of indemnity. 

How beit, he excepted out of it forty and 
nine perſons, who had been principally 
concerned in the murder of his father. 

Nevertheleſs 


(12 1] 
Nevertheleſs only ten of them were exe- 
cuted, | 1 
And the king repealed all laws that had 
been made in favour of a popular govern- 
ment; moreover he reſtored the ancient 
_ diſcipline of the church, and replaced 

the biſhops in their former dignity and 
juriſdiction. 

About this time an inſurrection hap— 
pened in London, ſet on foot by a ſmall 
remnant of enthuſiaſts, not more than fifty, 
in order to deſtroy all the monarchies of 
the earth. | 
Theſe mad religioniſts were called #71 
monarch chy men, who by reading the prophe- 
cies of Daniel, and the revelations of John, 
had perſuaded themſelves that the time 
of our Saviour's viſible reign on earth was 
come; and therefore it was their duty to 
take up arms for king Jxsus againſt 
the powers of the world, and that no 
weapon formed againſt them ſhould proſ- 
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per, but that one ſhould chaſe a thouſand, 
and two put ten thouſand to Aight, 

In confidence of this prophecy being 
fulfilled, they declared that they would 
riſe up againſt the carnal, and poſleſs the 
gate of the world; that they would never 
ſheath the ſword till Babylon (as they call- 
ed monarchy) ſhould become a hiſſing and 
a curſe, and there were left neither rem- 
nant, ſon, nor nephew: And that when 
they had led captivity captive in England, 
they would then go into France, Spain, 
and Germany, and. bind their kings in 
chains, and their nobles in fetters of iron. 

Howbeit theſe miſerable men were de- 
luded, being cut off in the city by the edge 
of the ſword, even by the train-bands of 
the city were they deſtroyed. 

Now 1t came to paſs that Charles gave a 
looſe to his appetites, and indulged himſelf 
in all manner of delights; and he ſent forth 
his pimps and kis nobles throughout 

| all 
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all the land to ſearch for the moſt beautiful 
women that could be found. 


And they miniſtered unto the king ac- 


cording to his wiſhes: One brought him 
eyes that melted with a dying ſoftneſs, 
another lips that ſeemed to ſay come kiſs 
me ; this brought him ſnowy breaſts whoſe 
| heaving ſoftneſs ſwelled with love, and 
that a ſhape whoſe wanton motions 
| ſeemed to promiſe bliſs luxuriant. 

Now the king was pleaſed therewith, 
and he was enamoured of them all; and 


he put forth his ſcepter unto them, and 


the land was filled with royal baſtards. 
Moreover the nation taking example 
from the court, ran headlong intc all 
manner of licentiouſneſs and immorality. 
And having ſeen in the former reign all 


kinds of wickedneſs committed under the 


maſk of piety, the leaſt appearance there- 
of was now thought hypocriſy. 

All the wit of the nation was turned to 
the ridicule of religion and morality. 
| ; | The 


 —_ D 


{ 1g. 3 
The ſtage became a ſchool of debauchery ; 
and even the pulpit, fearing to be too 
| grave for the times, abounded with wit: 
And whereas before, they uſed to ſeek the 
Lord and implore his direction even in the 
moſt trifling affairs, it was now deemed 
almoſt ſuperſtitious to believe in him. 
Howbeit the religion of the king, ſays 
a noble“ author, was, that which is vul- 
garly, though unjuſtly, called none at all, 
namely deiſm. 
hut the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt the king and againſt the people of 
England, and he ſmote the land with a 
dreadful peſtilence, inſomuch that there 
died in one year upwards of ſixty and 
ſeven thouſand perſons: moreover in the 
following year a terrible fire fell on the 
city of London, which in four days time 
conſumed the greateſt part thereof. 
Nevertheleſs theſe judgments made no 
impreſſion on the ſpirit of Charles, who 
abandoned 
* The duke of Buckingham. 
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abandoned bimſelf to his pleaſures, and 
was carried away ſo violently by his luſts, 
that his whole time and his treaſures were 
ſpent amongſt harlots; and all matters rela- 
ting to the government of his kingdoms were 
left unto the management of his brother 
the duke of York. 

And Charles was guided by his brother 
in all things, inſomuch that the people 
murmured greatly. Wherefore Killigrew 
the jeſter reported unto the courtiers, ſay- 
ing, The king 'E TRE. 111 and hath got a 
ſore noſe. 

Then went the courtiers in unto the 
king and condoled with him, ſaying, We 
are ſorry to hear your majeſty hath got a 
ſore noſe, Whereat the king marvelled great- 
ly, aſking who told them ſo? And they 
anſwered and ſaid, Killigrew told us. 

Then the king ſent meſſengers unto 
Killigrew, commanding him to come be- 
fore him: and when he was come, the 
king faid unto him, Why ſaideſt thou, 

Killigrew, 


e TOP 1 
Killigrew, that I had got a ſore noſe? 
And Killigrew anſwered and ſaid, I con- 
cinded it muſt be ſore, becauſe your ma- 
jeſty hath been led ſo long by it. 
How beit the king liked not the jeſt; 
moreover he reproved his jeſter very ſe- 
verely. And (whether it was thought 
that majeſty was too ſerious a joke to be 
laughed at, leſt peradventure it ſhould be 
made ridiculous; or that it was of too 
dangerous example, as it might ſome- 
times ſet the whole nation a laughing 
at the king's expence; but) from that 
day no jeſter hath been kept in the king's 
court, only plain and ſolemn fools. 
Now the reſt of the acts of king Charles 
the ſecond, and his wit, and his gallant- 
ries, and all his intrigues, behold thou 
mayeſt find them in bawdy novels unto 
this day. 
And Charles ſlept with his fathers, after 
he had reigned over England from the 
time 


„ 
time of his reſtoration twenty and four 
vears, eight months and nine days, and 
James his brother reigned in his ſtead, 


JAMES II. 


Now James was a worſhipper of the 
church of Rome, he bowed the knee unto 
her idols, and went a whoring after all 
her abominations : her bowings, her waſh- 
ings, her ſprinklings, her holy veſtments, 
her incenſe, her ointments, her abſolu- 
tions, her maſſes, her croſſes, her 1dols, 
her miracles, her lies. | 

Moreover he was a zealous bigot to all 
the abſurd and fooliſh tenets, which the 

cunning 
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cunning of her prieſts have invented tc 
delude the ignorant and enflave the mighty. 
| Nevertheleſs, when he aſcended the 
throne of England, he made a ſpeech 
to the people, declaring he would ſup- 
port the conſtitution both in church and 
ſtate, as it was by law eſtabliſhed. 

_ Howbeit he afterwards thought fit to act 
contrary to this declaration in every 1n- 
ſtance, peradventure he made it with a 


mental reſervation for that very purpoſe. 


And it came to paſs, that the Lord ſtir- 
red up the heart of the duke of Mon- 
mouth, and he rebelled againſt him, and 


entered the land with an army; but he 


was defeated and taken priſoner, 


and his head was ſmitten off on Tower 
Hill. N 
Many of his ſoldiers alſo were taken, 
inſomuch that the priſons of the weſt were 
filled therewith, = 
And Jeffries the judge was appointed 
to try them: and behold it was judgment 


without 
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without mercy ; he looked on them, and 


they were condemned ; he e his lips, 8 
and it was death unto them: | 

Yea, ſo great was his cruelty, that when 
their eyes rolled in the agonies of death, 
then he mocked; and when their legs qui- 
vered in the air, then he ſent for muſick, 
and called it dancing, Wherefore let his 
name periſh from the face of the earth, 


and let all his gener ation be hanged by the 


neck. 

But woe unto thee O + Kirk woe unto 
thee thou barbarous inſulter of wronged 
innocence! let thy ſin be deteſted in all 
ages and let thy name be accurſed from 


generation to generation for behold thou 


G : haſt 

+ Major-general Kirk was appointed to attend 
on Jeffries in this bloody buſineſs with a troop of 
ſoldiers, to kcep the people in awe, who hanged ſe- 
veral by his own authority, without any trial. It 


Was not poſhble for the King to find in the whole 


kingdom two men more deſtitute of religion, honour 


and humanity. They were two cruel and mercileſs 


.  tygers, that delighted in blood, RAIN. 
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haſt done iniquity in the ſight of the Lord, 
the cry of thine abomination is gone up 
unto heaven; and it ſhall come to paſs, 
that whoſoever heareth thy tale ſhall cu rſe 
thee. 

Nou the thing which he did was this: 
It came to paſs in the town of Taunton, 
that he had condemned an ancient man 
unto death, and he was to be executed on 
the ſign poſt of the houſe where Kirk was 
fitting, 

Then came the daughter of the poor old 
man, a lovely maiden, her cheeks were 
waſhed with tears as a roſe in the morning- 
dew, and the look of her eye was inno— 
cenſe diſtreſſed. | 

And ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, and 
embraced his knees for ſome time in ſilent 
grief, and in the utmoſt agony of heart. 

At length, when words could find a 
_ paſſage, ſhelift up her eyes, till dropping 
with tears, and beſought him, ſaying, 

O ſave my father! let not his grey hairs 
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be diſhonoured with a violent death! 
alas he is an old man, and hath not many 
days to live; ſuffer him to go down to 
the grave in peace, that my ſoul may 
bleſs thee. | 
Then Kirk coomnaded the virgin to 
ariſe, and he looked on her, and his heart 
was ſmitten with her beauties, inſomuch 
that he burned to enjoy her. And he 
ſpake unto the maiden, ſaying, Behold 
now the life of thy father is in mine hand, 
and TI can do unto him whatſoever ſeem- 
eth good in mine eyes: howbeit, thy 
beauty hath ſoftened mine heart; if there- 
fore thou wilt hearken unto my voice that 
I may enjoy thee, I ſwear unto thee his 
life ſhall be ſafe, not a hair of his head 
ſhall be in danger. 
Then fell the maiden down at his feet, 
and bedewed the ground with her tears, 
and her anguiſh was very great; and ſhe 
ſaid unto him, O take my life, my life I 
will give for my father's willingly; but 
G 2 let 
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Jet not my lord deſire this thing, do not 
this evil unto thine handmaid: alas! 1 
am a poor virgin, mine innocence is mine 
only portion. I am beſides my father's 
only child, and his heart is fond of me, he 
hath no other; and if I do this thing, 
what benefit ſhall T have of his life ? for 
| behold he will die with ſorrow. 

And her tears flowed ſo faſt, that ſhe 
could ſpeak no more; and ſhe continued 
with her face towards the ground weep- 
8 e 

But the heart of Kirk was hardened, and 
his ſoul was ſet in him to do evil; ; and he 
ſpake unto the virgin, ſaying, If thou do 
not inſtantly comply, thy father dieth, 
nay I will hang him up before thy face, 
and thine. eyes ſhall behold his agonies; 
and he ſeemed to be going. 

Then the damſel caught hold of the ſkirt 
of his garment, and ſhe wept bitterly ; and 
ſo moving was her grief, that it would 
have melted any human heart. And ſhe 

cried 
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cried out, Kill not my father! O let me 
ſpeak! I cannot ſee him die, indeed I 
cannot. Here grief once more ſtopt up _ 
her voice, and for ſome time ſhe could not 
ſpeak or weep; at length, lifting up her 
eyes, Forgive me heaven, ſhe cried; fa- 

ther forgive me, I will fave thy life, but I 
will not ſurvive mine honour. 

8o ſhe yielded unto him and was undone, 
For no ſooner had he ſatiated himſelf with 
her ruined innocence, than he brought her 
to the window, and with an inſulting 
ſmile ſhowed her her father hanging on 
the ſign- poſt. 

Transfixt with grief and horror, ſhe 
ſuddenly cried out My father! O 
my father ! what havel done! -Then 
ſhe ſunk upon the ground ſpeechleſs and 


without motion: but life, unhappily for 
her, returned; ſhe awaked from her trance 
all wild and diſtracted, nor did her ſenſes 
ever return to her any more. 
Many other cruelties did they commit, 
(34: = md 
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and many other barbarities; inſomuch 
that the land ſtunk of blood, and the face 
of the earth looked dreadful with the quar- 
ters of men, which they hanged up in 


every place, as a terror to all that ſhould 


oppoſe the meaſures of this violent and 
bigotted prince. 5 
But it came to paſs that James was ſo 
eager in his advances to popery and arbi- 
trary power, that the great men and the no- 
bples, and all the people, were alarmed at his 
proceedings: where fore they ſent over meſ- 
ſengers privily unto William the prince 
of Orange, who had married the king's. 
daughter, deſiring his aſſiſtance, to pre- 
ſerve the religion and the liberties of the 
people. | 
Then William raiſed an army and came 
over to England; and great fear came 
upon James becauſe of his miſdoings. 
Wherefore James fled from the preſence 
of William, and became a fugitive all the 
days of his liſe, 
Moreover 


„ 

Moreover his throne was declared va- 
cant, and William his ſon-in-law reigned 
in his ſtead, This is the grand revolution, 
this is the epocha of Engliſh freedom. 
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WILLIAM III. 


AxpD William was called the deliverer, 
in as much as by him the land was deli- 
vered from popery and arbitrary power, 
and the liberties of the people both civil 
and religious were ſettled and eſtabliſh- 
ed upon a new foundation: the preroga- 
tives of the crown were limited, and 
the rights of the ſubject were aſcertained. 

For the lords and the commons of Eng- 
land, on the day that they offered him 

| the 
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the crown, explained alſo the conditions 
on which he muſt accept it, ſaying, 
Thou ſhalt not ſuſpend or diſpenſe with 
laws, or the execution of laws, by royal 
authority, without conſent of parhament, 
it is illegal, 

Thou ſhalt not levy money for the uſe 
of the crown, by pretence of prerogative, 
it is illegal. N 0 

Thou ſhalt not infringe the right 
of the ſubjects to petition the king, nei- 
ther ſhalt thou perſecute or commit any 
one for ſuch petitioning, it is illegal. 

Thou ſhalt not keep a ſtanding army 
within the kingdom in time. of peace, un- 
leſs it be with conſent of parliament, it 15 
illegal, 

The election of members of parliament 
ſhall be free, and no freedom of ſpeech 
and debate in parhament ſhall be im- 
peached or queſtioned in any place or 


court out of pariiament. | 
65 Exceſſive 
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Exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, nor 

exceſſive fines impoſed, nor cruel and un- 
_uſual puniſhments inflicted. _ 

Jurors ſhall be duly impannelled and re- 
turned: 

And finally, for redreſs of all grievan- 
ces, and for the amending, ſtrengthening 
and preſerving of the laws, parliaments 
ſhall frequently be held. 
And we the people of England do claim, 
demand, and inſiſt upon all theſe things 
as our undoubted rights and liberties. 

And William was a wiſe prince, and 
he ruled the kingdom with power 
and great glory; howbeit he had many 
oppoſitions, and it was with great trouble 
that he managed the haughty ſpirits of the 
Engliſh, | 
Moreover he made war upon the French, 
and he led on his armies himſelf; and the 
hand of the Lord was with him, and he 
diſcomfited them by land and by fea in 
many battles, Os 
Now 


1 . 

Nou the reſt of the acts of king Wil- 
liam, his courage at the Boyne, the grand 
alliance that he made, the projects that 
he formed, and the battles that he fought, 
behold they are written in the books of 
the chronicles of the kings of England. 

And William reigned over England 
thirteen years and one month, and NE 
died; and Anne his ſiſter-in-law reigned 
in his ſtead. 
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Now Anne was thirty and ſeven years 
old when ſhe began to reign; and ſhe 
reigned over England twelve years and 
hve months, 

And ſhe purſued the meaſures which 
William her predeceſſor had begun, in 
order to oblige king Lewis of France to 
recall his grandſon Philip, whom he had 
ſeated on the throne of Spain, and to place 


that 
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that crown on the head of Charles, the 
emperor Leopold's ſecond ſon. 

Wherefore war was declared by the con- 
federate powers of England, Holland 
and Germany, againſt France and againſt 
Spain; and Marlborough the general was 
made commander of their armies; and he 
marched into Flanders and enen 
there. | 
And the arm of the Lord was with him, 
and he was mighty in battle, and he defeat- 
ed the French whereſoever he came: In 
all the battles that he fought he conquered; 
and whatſoever town he beſieged, it ſur- 
rendered unto him, 

Let Ramillies confeſs the wonders of 
his courage, let the ſiege of Liſle proclaim 
his conduct; Blenheim ſhall ſpeak aloud 
the glory of his arms, and Oudenarde 
declare his invincible proweſs; Tournay 
alſo ſhall remember him for ever, and 
bloody ee ſhall tremble at his 
name. 


Aad 
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And great fear came upon all Frenchmen, 
and upon Lewis their king; wherefore 
he ſought unto queen Anne for peace, 
and in an evil hour ſhe hear kened unto 
him: A ſhameful peace was concluded 
at Utrecht, and the conqueſts of Marlbo— 
rough were made in vain. | 

Now it came to paſs in theſe days, that 
the land was divided between two famous. 
giants! and the name of the one was Whi- 
ganza, and the name of the other was 
Toribundos. And there was enmity be- 
tween the partizans of Whiganza, and 
the partizans of Toribundos, inſomuch 
that they ſpake of each other with great 
bitterneſs and many reproaches. 

And the giant Toribundos ſent forth 
an evil ſpirit in the ſhape of a prieſt, 
and he called his name Sacheverel; and 
when he was ſtrongly poſſeſſed, he would 
rave of Falſe Brethren, of Evil Commu— 
nication, of Paſſive Obedience, of Non- 


Reſiſtance, and many other abſurdities. 
| Now 
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Now the party of Toribundos adored 
him as a God; many pictures of him were 
taken, and prints of his face were diſ- 
perſed in every corner; yea, ſo worthily 
was he diſtinguiſhed, that the very piſs-pots 
of the land diſplayed his countenance at 
their bottoms, and ſhowers of honour 
were daily poured upon him. 

Many hardy champions alſo enlifted 
themſelves beneath his banners, and fought 
his battles with a deſperate and zealous 
fury. | 
Howbeit there aroſe from the tribe of 
Whiganza, a viliant hero whoſe name was 
Benjamin; and he buckled on him the 
ſhield of reaſon, and graſping in his hand 
the ſword of truth, he marched into the 
hoſt of Toribundos, and the whole army 
fied from before him, or fell by his hand: 
yea ſo totally were they defeated, that 
they turned not again unto this day. 

Now the reſt of the acts of queen Anne, 


and all her glorious conqueſts; her piety 
alſo 


„ 
alſo to the clergy, and the fifty chur- 
ches that ſne built, behold, if thou liveſt 
to ſee them, thou mayeſt die an old man. 
And. Anne ſlept with her fathers, and 
was buried in the chapel of Henry the 
ſeventh, and George of Hanover reigne( 
in her ſtead, | 


AN b George was fifty and fix years 
old when he began to reign, and he reign- 
ed over England twelve years and ten 

months, and his mother's name was Sophia. 

Now it came to paſs that the ſon of 

| king James the ſecond, who had been 
abroad ſince his father's abdication, at- 
tempted to ſet himſelf on the throne of 

Great Britain, : 
And there were great commotions in 
the 


4 1% 
the land, and the ſpirits of the people were 
ſtirred up to rebellion in many places. 

And the friends of James aſſembled an 
army and marched to Preſton: and they 
were encountered there by the king's for- 
ces under the command of Wills and Car- 
penter, and entirely defeated. 

Foſter alſo their general, with the lords 
Derwentwater, Witherington, Nithiſdale, 
Wintoun, Kenmure, and many others, 
were taken captive and committed to the 
tower of London; and the heads of ſome 
were ſmitten off on pg but ſome 
Aged. 

The earl of Marr alſo aſſembled an ar- 
my in Scotland, but he was diſcomfited 
and put to flight by the duke of Argyle. 

And now the crown of Great Britain 
began to fit firm on the head of king 
George; his virtues alſo began to appear, 
and thoſe that ſpake evil of him were 
confounded and put to ſhame. 

And behold it came to paſs in theſe 

| days, 
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days, that a ſtrong deluſion was ſent a- 


mongſt them, and all the people of the 
land were ſtricken with madneſs. 

They looked towards the Southern ſea, 
and behold a ſurpriſing bubble aroſe on 
the ſurface of the water; its circumference 
filled the firmament of heaven, and its 
height reached unto the clouds, 

And in the midſt of the bubble were 
ſeen the appearance of ſumptuous palaces, 
fine gardens, gilt chariots, gold, filver, 


and precious ſtones, and whatſoever the 


heart of man could defire. 

And the people ran together in crowds, 
ſaying, We will be rich; we will be all 
lords and firinces of the earth. 

Many alſo diſpoſed of their lands and 
their houſes, their goods and their 
_ merchandiſe, their plate, their jewels and 


their cloaths, in order to purchaſe the 

ſhadows in the bubble. | 
Howbeit the deluſion began to abate, 
and whilſt they were looking, lo the bub- 
| | ble 
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ble brake, and all the gay appearance: 
vaniſhed into ſmoke! 

Then were heard weepings Py wall- 
ings, and bitter lamentations: he whoſe 


deluſive dreams had flattered him with 


delicious gardens and a ſumptuous pa- 
lace, awakes and finds himſelf in a 
wretched garret, or ſweeping thoſe walks 
which he had planted for himſelf: He 


whoſe gilt liveries had glittered in his ima- 


gination, is compelled for want to wear 
one himſelf; and he who fed on veniſon 
at five guineas a haunch, now dines in 
Pudding-Lane on a twopenny chop. 

But woe unto you managers, woe unto 
vou jobbers, woe unto you the directors 
thereof! for the myſteries of the land are at 
your doors; the crirs of the poor are againſt 
you; the ruin of thouſands compel them 
to curſe you, and the vengeance of heaven 
ſhall fall heavy on your heads, 

Now the reſt of the acts of king George, 


and all that he did, are they not written in 


the 


MR 
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the books of the chronicles of the kings of 
England? | 


And George flept with his fathers, and 


was buried in his own tomb at Hanover, 


and George his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


GEORGE II. 


Anp George was forty and four years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
over Britain thirty and four years, and 
his mother's name was Sophia. 

And he was a great warriour, and a wiſe 
politician. By the wiſdom of his miniſ— 
ters, the courage of his generals and the 
bravery of his admirals, Britain was 
brought to the higheſt pinnacle of her 

glory. 

5 | In 
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In thoſe days her old enemy the king of 


the French ſought to compaſs her about, 
and to place Charles Edward the baſ- 
tard, upon the throne; but he was diſ- 
comfited, both he and his army, and they 
were obliged to run to and fro, and to hide 
themſelves in caves by day, and diſguiſe 
themſelves in women's apparel, to ſave 
them from the fury of William of Cumber- 


land and his army. Nevertheleſs many of 
them were taken; and the nobles they be- 


headed on Tower Hill but all thoſe of low 
eſtate were hanged on a tree. 

But though their counſels were brought 

to nought, yet was not their enmity againſt 


England and againſt her king abated; for 5 


they ſoon after began to encroach upon 
her provinces and to carry away her ſub- 
jects captive. 

Therefore was the fury of George and 
the nation kindled againſt that deceitful 
nation, and he ſeized her ſhips, and made 
proclamation of war againſt her, 


And 
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And appointed William Pitt to be hi: 
miniſter, and the favour of the Lord was 
with William, for whatſoever he deviſed, 
did proſper, and his name filled France 
with terror and Spain with diſmay. 
The generals that he appointed over 
the armies, and the admirals to whom he 
gave the command of the fleets, obeyed 
his voice, and eiten chemſelves vali- 
antly. | | 


fame of their victories: The cities which _ 
they took, the iſlands which ſurrendered 
to their arms, and the ſhips which they 
deſtroyed, ſhall be an enſample to all fu- 
ture generals and admirals. . 

And the reſt of the acts of king George, 
and all that he did, are they not written 
in the book of Smollet the hiſtorian, 
And George ſlept with his fathers, and 

was buried in the chapel of Henry the 
ſeventh, and George his grandſon reigned 
in his ſtead, | 


And all the world was filled with the | 


and 
the 
ned 


GEORGE III. 


Asp George, the third ofthat name, was 


twenty and two years old when he began to 
reign, and his father's name was Frederick 


Prince of Wales, 


And he was a good and virtuous prince, 


and went not a whoring after ſtrange wo- 


men; but did that which 1s right in the 
fight of the Lord, by taking unto himſelf 
a wife. 
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And her name was Charlotte, of the 
nouſe of Mecklenburgh. 

And ſhe was adorned with that which 
turpaſſeth jewels and rubies; ſhe cloathed 
herſelf with virtue as with a garment, and 
irom the poor and needy ſhe turned not 
away. 

And the meddled not nb the affairs of 

the nation (as other queens had done be- 

fore her,) but looked to the ways of her 
children. Therefore the people loved her, 
and the voice of ſcandal could not raiſe it- 
ſelf againſt her. Many women hath done 
virtuouſly, but ſhe excelleth them all. 

And George loved her above all wo- 
men; and they begat many ſons and 
daughters; ſons that are all brave, and 
daughters that are all virtuous; ſo that from 
the days of Noah even unto this day no 
king had ſo great a family and wherewith. 
all ſo comely to look upon. 

But though George was a good man and 
3 gracious prince, his ſubjects were not 
contented 
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contented and happy: for he put over 


them miniſters who laid grievous obnoxi- 


ous taxes upon them; and becauſe the 


people murmured, therefore ſought they 
the more grievouſly to vex them. Some 


they put in priſon, others were puniſhed 


with heavy fines, and the laws and liber- 
ties of the kingdom they ſought utterly to 


change: wherefore the wrath of the nation 
was ſtirred up, and there was great and 


violent murmurings againſt them. And 


many provinces, even all America, raiſed 
up the ſtandard of rebellion; and after 


long wars, wherein the hands of ſons were 
raiſed againſt their fathers and fathers 


againſt ſons, the arms of the Americans 


| prevailed; and they became a ſeparate 


ſtate. Then theſe wicked miniſters were 
turned from their places, and others put in 
their ſtead: nevertheleſs they changed not 
their meaſures; but ſought to exalt them- 
ſelves both againſt the king and his ſub- 
jets; and to ſtrengthen themſelves they 

. 5 called 
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called to their affiſtance thoſe wicked mi- 
niſters whom they had formerly bitterly 
condemned, ſaving, “ we ſhall divide the 
„ ſpoil, we ſhall poſſeſs all the poſts and 
„ penſions, and none ſhall be able to pluck 
them out of our hands.“ 
But the council of the wicked did not 
ſtand; for William Pitt, the ſon of that 
William whom all Britain before did ho- 
nour, raiſed up his voice againſt them and 
prevailed; for both the king and the peo- 
ple clave unto him, and they brake the 
voke which theſe wicked miniſters had 
made tobind all the land, and the king ba- 
niſhed them from all poſts for ever. 

After thoſe days a great and a wonderful 
madneſs broke out among a people in 
France; ſo wonderful was it, that from 
being worſhippers of kings, whoſe back- 
ſides they would have kiſſed, they became 
in the twinkling of an eye king killers and 
queen murderers, And all that had the blood 
of royalty in their veins they did cruelly 


deſtrov ; 


oath to deſtroy father and mother, ſiſter and 
brother, wife and children, if they raiſed 


lottine. 
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deſtroy; and whoſoever would not take an 


up their voice and ſpoke in favour of 


kings, they did WINERY enen with ais 


So great was the deſtruction throughout 
the land, that many thouſand guilottines 
could not clear the priſons of their inno— 
cent victims: wherefore they drowned them 
in hundreds and butchered them in thou- 
ſands; and he who could invent the moſt 
ſpeedy method to deſtroy the human race, 
was accounted worthy of all honour. 

And every good man and every virtuous 
woman, were obliged to fly out of the 
land, or to hide themſelves in rocks and. 
caves from the fury of Roberſpiere and 
the infernal monſters with whom he over- 
ſpread the land. 

And they made the houſe of God a re- 
poſitory for engines of their deſtruction, 
and baniſhed all prieſts and religion from 

the 
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the land; and in its ſtead they ſet up a 


whore for their idol, and gave her for a 


cloak the charming name of Liberty, (a 
name that is often groſsly abuſed;) and they 


fell down and worſhipped her by day, but 
debaſed her by night. 

And many were drunk to madneſs 
with her abominations, and ſaid, we will 
exalt her through all kingdoms of the 


earth; their kings will we bind in chains 
and their princes with fetters of iron. 


And they fought out the moſt wicked men 


they could find, and ſent them through al! 


the earth, to pollute it with the poiſon of 


their words, and to get all men to wor- 


Mip the whore whom they ſet up. 

And many of them came into England, 
and with their ſorceries beguiled many 
ſhallow and fooliſh men; eſpeciaily a ſtay 
maker whoſe name was Thomas Paine. 

And they made Thomas their apoſtle in 
Britain, and he began to exhort all men 


to rebellion, by telling them they were 


galled 


hes Th 
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galled with tyranny and loaded with 


taxes; and ſought to raiſe up an army of 
men to dethrone the king, ſaying, „come 
* unto us all ye who are laden with crimes 


* and debts, hearken unto us and we will 
* gorge you with fat things, The rich bi— 
© thopricks, the fat livings of the prieſts, 


© the great eſtates of the nobles, and the 
* full coffers of the merchants and tradeſ- 
«© men of London, &c. ſhall be divided 
* among you, for LIBERTY AND EQUALITY 


« ſhall be eſtabliſhed throughout the land.“ 


And rogues and vagabonds opened 
their ears and liſtened to his words; and 
they began to make pikes and daggers, 


and other inſtruments of war, and ap- 


pointed them captains of fifties and cap- 


tains of hundreds to train them to arms. 


And fear began to ſpread itſelf among all 
good men and peaceable citizens, and ſleep 
almoſt departed from their eyes, becauſe of 


the horror of the pikes and the dagger s. 
But one Edmund Burke being endued 


with 
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with wiſdom and knowledge from on high, 


made proclamation to the king, to his 
miniſters and to all the people, ſaving, 
_* Roule ye, rouſe ye Britons and fellow 
ſubjects! rouſe ye from yourlethargy be- 
i fore ye be utterly deſtroyed! even as the 
people of France are at this day. Alegion 
* of devils are come over, their eyes are al- 
&« ready glutted with your fatlivingsand fair 
« eſtates,and except ye exert yourſelves and 
„ baniſh them from the land, their daggers 
* will drink your blood, and the blood of 
your ſons and daughters, and leave you 
neither root nor branch.“ . 
And all wiſe men hearkened unto his 
word, and William Pitt and other miniſters 
of the king followed his council; and they 
baniſned Thomas Paine their apoſtle out 
of the land, and many of his followers 
ſent they unto Botany Bay. And becauſe 
they threatened to invade the land with a 
great army of demons whom they called 


redcaps, therefore the wrath of the king was 
kindled 


( 153 ) 

kindled againſt them, and he made war 

upon them, And there were many great and 

grievous battles between them, and fields 
were filled with blood: for he that was not 

| lain in battle, but taken priſoner, was kil- 

led in cold blood. 


And when this war will end; BY Ain - 


the right cauſe will prevail, or the council 
of the wicked ſhall proſper; none of the 
prophets from the great prophet Brothers 
(called the nephew of God) down to the 
waſher-woman, hath propheſied. 
And of the other acts and occurrences of 
this reign; how a certain claſs of men, 
who called themſelves reformers and pa- 
triots, were conſtantly preaching up re- 
forms and changes, and prophecying de- 
ſtruction and ruin under the adminiſtration 
of William Pitt, to get him out, and them- 
ſelves in,and of the padlocks that were clap- 
ped on their mouths, &c &c, are they not 
corded in the hiſtory of the Levite Bel, 
cham, (and other hiſtorians of a day). 
Howhbe:t 
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power and great glory, let us pray, Tha 


B 


Howbeit in them there are many things 


recorded which we ought not to credit, 
becauſe they wrote theſe things to pleaſe a 


party, and not to record the truth, 


He that is wiſe let him refrain from 
treaſon and his mouth from ſpeaking ſedi- 
tious words; then ſhall he welk in ſafety, 
and his ſeed after him. 

But he that is fooliſh and obſtinate, that 
plotteth mischief againſt his king and 
country, to kindle the flames of war in our 


boſoms, let Botany Bay be his dwelling 


place, or the New Drop his portion. 
And behold the ſcepter continueth in 


George's hand, the crown 1s alſo on his 


head; and he ſitteth on the throne of his ma- 


jeſty unto this day. 


Where, that he may long continue in 


lis miniſters be juſt, and his counſeilors 
be wife, and his captains 
ſo ſhall he become the terror of France, 


and the wonder of Europe. 
Then 
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Then we will come before his preſence 


with thankſgiving, and enter into his 


court with praiſe; we will be thankful 
unto him and ſpeak good of his name, 
And now behold theſe are the names of 
the kings of England, and theſe are their 
oo, So TO 
George the third, was the grandſon of 
George the ſecond, who was the ſon of 
George the firſt, who was the couſin of 
Anne, who was the ſiſter-in-law of Wil- 
| liam the third, who was the ſon-in-law of 
James the ſecond, who was the brother of 


Charles the ſecond, who was the fon of 


Charles the firſt, who was the ſon of James 


the firſt, who was the couſin of Eliza. 
beth, who was the ſiſter of Mary, who 


was the ſiſter of Edward the ſixth, who was 
the ſon of Henry the eighth, who was the 
ſon of Henry the ſeventh, who was the 
couſin of Richard the third, who was the 
uncle of Edward the fifth, who was 
theſon of Edward the fourth, who was the 


couſin 
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couſin of Henry the fixth, who was the 
ſon of Henry the fifth, who was the 
ſon of Henry the fourth, who was the cou- 
ſin of Richard the ſecond, who was the 
grandſon of Edward the third, who was 
the ſon of Edward the ſecond, who was 
the ſon of Edward the firſt, who was the 


fon of Henry the third, who was the ſon 
of John, who was the brother of Richard 
the firſt, who was the ſon of Henry the 


ſecond, who was the couſin of Stephen, 
who was the couſin of Henry the firſt, 
who was the brother of William Rufus, 
who was the ſon of William the conqueror, 
who was the ſon of a whore, 

Thus endeth the chronicles of the 


KINGS of ENGLAND. 


FINIS. 
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A new Edition, greatly enlarged, and very carefully 
revited throughout, with upwards of 20 character- 
iſtic Tail Pieces, by Be wick price 35. ſewed. 


HE BEAUTIES of HISTORY - Or, PICTURES 

of VIRTUE and VICE, drawn from examples 

of Men, eminent for their virtues, or infamous for 

their Vices, firſt ſelected for the inſtruction and Enter- 
tainment of Youth, by the late 
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N. B. A few on a fine Cream- coloured 88 price 
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Opinions of Reviews on the FIRST EDITION. 
We deem this an uſeful Compilation, calculated to 


entertain and improve. The narratives here fele&ed 


are generally very proper, &c.'? 
Monthly Review, March, 1796. 


© This is a plan which has been often and ſucceſs- 
fully executed; its ſucceſs is a proof of its uſefulneſs : 
the preſent is a ſkilful and judicious ſelection, and has 
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the art of Printing. An elegant Frontispiece 1 is pre- 
hxed, and the whole makes a deſirable volume.“ 


Britiſh Critic, June, 1795. 


FE The greater part of this publication conſiſts of ſe- 
lections, made by the late Dr. Dodd. The ſtories, 
which are promiſcuouſly taken from ancient and mo- 
dern Hiſtory and Biography, are introduced as illuſtra- 
tions of Precepts and Maxims, on a great variety of 
Moral Topics. They are, on the Whole, properly ſe- 


lected and related in an agrecable manner, and well cal- 
culated to ſerve the cauſe of virtue, &c.“ 


Analytical Review, February, 1795. 
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price 5s. 6d. in boards, 


2. PAUL and VIRGINIA, ü from the 
French. of Bernard Saint-Pierre, and interſperſed with 
Original Sonnets, by 

HELEN MARIA WILLIAMS, 

Author of Letters from France, &c. 


“ This is an ingenious and a truly pathetic Tale, 
(taken from pure and uncorrupted nature) of the infan- 
tine affect ion of two amiable Children. The youthful 
reader may here read, and be both delighted and in- 
ſtructed; without any danger of being made acquainted 


with modern refinements or ſcenes of intrigue.”” 


3. Bewick's KINGS of ENGLAND, or Characters 
of all the Kings of England, from Hume, &c. with al}. 
their Heads beautifully cut in wood, by Bewick. Price 28. 

4. The HISTORY of ENGLAND, abridged Ly 
Oliver Goldſmith, brought down. to the preſent Time, | 
ornamented with 32 2 Heads and other Indy, vy T. 
Bewick. Price 3s. 6d. 


5. PLUTARCH'S LIVES, ſomewhat 3 
for the Uſe of Youth, 7 vol. illuſtrated with 63 cuts. 


Price 10s. 6d. bound, with green vellum backs. 


O WALKER'S GEOGRAPHICAL and PHILO- 
SOPHICAL GRAMMAR, on anew and improved 
plan, with a new ſet of Maps, &c. 8s bound 

- WALKER'S COMPLETE GAZETTEER and 
GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY: of the 
WORLD; which contains the Names of 2 Thouſand 
Towns and Villages in England more than Brookes *< 
2r any Author, with a complete Sett of Maps. 9s. 


5. The COMMON PRAYER BOOK, tranſlated 


Jegant modern Italian, fine wove paper, 24mo, 
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9. BELISARIVUS, a tale, from the French of Mar- 
montel: a new Edition, with Vignettes, 12mo, 
38. bound. 


10. HISTOIRE de CHARLE DOUZE, Roi de 
Suede, par M. de Voltaire, 38. 6d. 


11. HISTORY of CHARLES XII. King of Swe- 
den. From the French of M. de Voltaire: a new 
tranſlation from the laſt Paris edition, with Two fine 
Portraits of the Swedith Hero and . 12mo. 
48. bound. 


12. SERET'S GRAMMAR improved ” Parquet, 
for Frenchmen to learn Engliſh, 2s. 


13. La PETITE GRANDISON, par e 
avec Jolies Gravures, 28. 6d. 


14. The AMUSING INSTRUCTOR; or, a Key 
to the Italian Claſſics. Containing a ſelect Collection 
of Anecdotes, in Italian and Engliſh ; wherein the 
Pronunciation of the Italian is obvious at Sight, by 
means of proper Characters; with a critical, Treatiſe 
on the Pronunciation of the Italian Tongue. By 
Antonio Montucci, L. L. D. 1793. Price 4s ſewed. 
15. An ITALIANand ENGLISH, and ENGLISH 
and ITALIAN DICTIONARY, by C. Graglia, 
ſquare 12mo, new edition; to which upwards of 
twelve thouſand Words and Phraſes are added, from 


the moſt approved Authors. By Antonio Montucci, 
L. L. D. bound. 


16. A NEW and COMPLETE DICTIONARY of 
the Engliſh language. To which is prefixed a com- 
pendious Grammar. By John Aſh, L. L. D. 2 vol. 
price 28. bound. | 

N. B. This Dictionary contains 10,000 words more 
than any one now extant of the ſame ſize. 
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17, EDINGTON, a Novel, from Domeſtic Lite, 
by Richard Hey, Efq. Two Volumes, 6s. 

«© This Novel contains a fimple, domeſtic, rural 
Tale; a Tale that does credit to the humane fcelings, 
benevolent affections, and unaffected good ſenſe of the 


author. We feel peculiar pleaſure in recommending it 


to our Young Readers. There are ſome ſcenes in the 
ſecond volume, which, without being highly wrought 


up, touch the heart, and, while moving, can ſcarcely | 


fail to mend it.” Critical Review, March. 
13, The DAGGER, tranſlated from the German of 
Groſſe. — 2s. 6d. 


© This is an intereſting and pathetic Tale. A live- 
ly method of narration, and a dramatic diſcrimination 


of characters may be ranked among the merits of the 


author the completeneſs of the Fable, and its well- 

timed cataſtrophe, in the Engliſh impreſſion, are merits 

of the Tranſlator. In point of language, this verſion is 

no leſs unexceptionable and fortunate, than thoſe of the 
Ghoſt Seer and Sorcerer. 

See Monthly Review, Fabra wary. 

There is originality in the incidents of this little 


work. The ſentiments are impaſhoned—the ſtyle. 


glowing, and from the denoZment, ſome uſeful truths 
may be extracted. 


19. The GHOST SEER, wilted from the Ger 
man of Scheller. 38. 


20. The DEATH of ABEL, tranſlated from the 4 - 
an of Geſſner, with 4 beautiful defgns, engrav.d by 
pres 4s. boards. 


21. TELEMAQUE, a new Edition, carefully co:- 
rected from the Paris Editions, | | 
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Geographique. — Price 3s. 6d. A few on a fit 
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